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N our third Number we gave 
an account of the establish- 
ment and early progress of the 
Colony of Plymouth, which 
was the first of the New-Eng- 
Jand colonies. The last Num- 
ber consisted of general reflec- 
tions on the nature and effects 
of religious persecution. We 
now resume the narration, and 
will give a sketch of the dispen- 
sations of Divine Providence in 
the first settlement of the colony 
of Massachusetts. ‘This is the 
second in the time of settlement, 
and, for population and wealth, 
has always been the first of the 
colonies of New-England. 
The successful efforts of Mr. 
Robinson’s congregation, in re- 
moving to Holland, and thence 
to America, for the sake of the 
undisturbed enjoyment of the 
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worship and ordinances of God, 
engaged the attention of all the 
pious part of their fellow-coun- 
trymen. They saw what men, 
engaged in a holy zeal for God, 
ceuld do; they saw how such 
efforts met with the countenance 
of Heaven ; they saw how diffi- 
culties unparalleled were dissi» 
pated by their fortitude and ex* 
ertions, Many of their breth- 
ren in England, who were suf 
fering under the unabated rigor 
of religious intolerance, heard 
indeed of their sufferings, but 
they heard of their prosperity. 
They found that God attended 
them to their prepared habita- 
tion, that he had made a way for 
them in the wilderness, that 
they enjoyed the privileges of 
his service without molestation, 
and that they were laying the 
foundations of eminent church- 
es of the Lord Jesus, upon the 
pure principles of gospel order. 
The future prospects of the A- 
merican church opened to their 
view. These unhallowed shores, 
which had seats" indeed, the ha- 
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bitations of cruelty and the seat 
of the worship of false gods, for 
ages; but which had never been 
defiled with Papal impositions, 
and the polluted superstitions of 
the great Apostacy ; they belie- 
ved were to become the dwel- 
ling place of the divine Emman- 
uel, in the holy communications 
of his grace. , 
While the oppressions of the 
Ecclesiastical courts continued ; 
while the usurpations of the pre- 
Jates and the severities of the 
High-Commission remained un- 
abated ; while fresh attempts 
were constantly made to enforce 
the observance of the canons 
and ceremonies of the church, 
the number of non-conform- 
ists steadily increayed ; multi- 
tudes of the best men were con- 
stantly driven from the service 
and the privileges of the church. 
While the conscientious non- 
conformists sought to enjoy the 
pure worship of God, unadulte- 
rated with human impositions, 
in firivate assemblies, the vigi- 
lance of blind zeal discovered 
their retreats, and dragged them 
forth, unfeelingly, to the light, 
and to punishment. These suf- 
ferings, long endured, without 
any prospect of their termina- 
tion, by a very natural effect, 
impressed upon the non-con- 
formists the deepest sense of 
the inestimable worth of the 
pure privileges of Christian lib- 
erty, as contemplated in the gos- 
pel of Christ. It is not possible 
for us, who. have never felt the 
evils of civil or religious tyran- 
ny, to conceive the nature of 
their feelings upon this subject. 
We can best judge of them by 
the effects which were produced. 
As a spirit of emigration began 
to prevail in the nation, by 
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which the views of men became 
greatly enlarged, some pious 
people, persons of enterprise, of 
character, and of fortune, pro-. 
jected the plan of a settlement, 
on the principles and for the fur- 
foses of religion. The charac- 
ter and the success of the infant 
colony of Plymouth, with vari- 
ous other considerations, turned 
their attention to New-England. 
Some of those considerations 
were the following : The coun- 
try, excepting at the small set- 
tlement at Plymouth, was whol- 
ly unoccupied by Europeans. 
The natives of the country were 
few, and no great dangers were 
apprehended from their hostil- 
ity. The climate and state of 
the country were such as to 
present no great allurement to 
the cupidity of adventurers, 
whose sole object was gain.— 
The abundant fisheries of the 
sea-coast and the rivers, must 
afford a facility of support to the 
first planters. And, finally, the 
country was thought to be suffi- 
ciently distant to avoid the op- 
pressions of the hierarchies of 
Europe. In addition to these, 
there was another motive, which 
had, with many of them, a very 
powerful influence. They knew 
that the church. of Christ was 
first planted in the east. It had 
been, for ages, gradually, jour- 
neying tothe west. They be- 
lieved this progress not yet com- 
pleted. They saw the holy pro- 
vidence of God awakening the 
spirit of daring navigators to 
unveil new climes to the view 
of men, and all in subserviency 
to the interests of the holy king- 
dom of Him, to whom is given 
dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all peofile, nations, and 
languages, should serve him.—-. 
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They believed that the heavenly 
dove would shortly rest on this 
side of the Atlantic, and here 
fix a long abode. 

In the year 1606, King 
James I. granted the whole of 
North America, between 34 and 
45 degrees of north latitude, 
to two companies. The pro- 
prietors of the southern part 
being, principally, merchants 
in London, were denominated 
the London Company, and their 
tract of country retained the 
name of Virginia. ‘The pro- 
prietors of the northern divis- 
ion being, generally, merchants 
of -Plymouth, were stiled the 
Plymouth Company, and their 
territory was called North Vir- 
ginia. The name of Virginia 
had been given to the whole 
country, in the reign of Eliza- 
beth. In 1614, the coasts of the 
northern district were particu- 


larly surveyed by Capt. Smith of 
Virginia, who gave it the name 


of New England. This name 
soon became general in the 
mother country. It appears 
probable, that the Plymouth 
Company would never have 
done any thing for the settle- 
ment of the country, had it not 
been for the successful enter-’ 
prize of the first planters of 
New-Plymouth. Their object 
was wealth, and all their efforts 
issued in disappointment. Had 
net some more powerful motive 
engaged the exertions of other 
characters, this fair country 
might have been, at this day, 
in the possession of the aborig- 
ines of America, or subject to 
the tyranny of Papal supersti- 
tion. It is very doubtful wheth- 
er the small settlements, which 
had commenced ia Virginia and 
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been wholly relinquished, which 
had been the event of several 
preceding attempts, had it not 
been for the firm stand made by 
the pious pilgrims of the north. 

In the year 1620, after the 
departure of the adventurers of 
Mr. Robinson’s congregation, 
King James incorporated seve- 
ral noblemen and others, by the 
name of “ The council of 
Plymouth in the County of De- 
von, for the planting, ruling, 
ordering and governing New- 
England in America.” The 
several patents of the New-Eng- 
land colonies issued from the 
authority of this council. Be- 
tween the years 1620 and 1628, 
several small patents were is- 
sued from the Council for New- 
England, granting certain tracts 
within the limits of the Massa- 
chusetts, and some public at- 
tempts were made for settle- 
ments. None of these were 
permanent. The immense 
difficulties attending these un- 
dertakings, discouraged any 
attempts which were not sup- 
ported by a primary regard to 
the honor of God; and a fer- 
vent zeal for the advancement 
of the cause of the Redeemer. 

Mr. White, the minister of 
Dorchester in England, a divine 
eminent for talents and piety, 
who could not accede to all the 
prescriptions of the ecclesias- 
tical establishment, as early as 
the year 1624, projected the 
plan of a plantation in New- 
England, for the purposes of 
religion, similar, in most re- 
specis, to the one already be- 
gun at Plymouth. He wished 
for the establishment of a set- 
ilement, whither the pious 


non-conformists in England 


not have! might repair, and enjoy those 
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bitations of cruelty and the seat 
of the worship of false gods, for 
ages; but which had never been 
defiled with Papal impositions, 
and the polluted superstitions of 
the great Apostacy ; they belie- 
ved were to become the dwel- 
ling place of the divine Emman- 
uel, in the holy communications 
of his grace. 
While the oppressions of the 
Ecclesiastical courts continued ; 
while the usurpations of the pre- 
Jates and the severities of the 
High-Commission remained un- 
abated ; while fresh attempts 
were constantly made to enforce 
the observance of the canons 
and ceremonies of the church, 
the number of non-conform- 
ists steadily increayed ; multi- 
tudes of the best men were con- 
stantly driven from the service 
and the privileges of the church. 
While the conscientious non- 
conformists sought to enjoy the 
pure worship of God, unadulte- 
rated with human impositions, 
in firivate assemblies, the vigi- 
lance of blind zeal discovered 
their retreats, and dragged them 
forth, unfeelingly, to the light, 
and to punishment. These suf- 
ferings, long endured, without 
any prospect of their termina- 
tion, by a very natural effect, 
impressed upon the non-con- 
formists the deepest sense of 
the inestimable worth of the 
pure privileges of Christian lib- 
erty, as contemplated in the gos- 
pel of Christ. It is not possible 
for us, who. have never felt the 
evils of civil or religious tyran- 
ny, to conceive the nature of 
their feelings upon this subject. 
We can best judge of them by 
the effects which were produced. 
As a spirit of emigration began 
to prevail in the nation, by 
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which the views of men became 
greatly enlarged, some pious 
people, persons of enterprise, of 
character, and of fortune, pro- 
jected the plan of a settlement, 
on the principles and for the fiur- 
foses of religion. The charac- 
ter and the success of the infant 
colony of Plymouth, with vari- 
ous other considerations, turned 
their attention to New-England. 
Some of those considerations 
were the following : The coun- 
try, excepting at the small set- 
tlement at Plymouth, was whol- 
ly unoccupied. by Europeans. 
The natives of the country were 
few, and no great dangers were 
apprehended from their hostil- 
ity. The climate and state of 
the country were such as to 
present no great allurement to 
the cupidity of adventurers, 
whose sole object was gain.— 
The abundant fisheries of the 
sea-coast and the rivers, must 
afford a facility of support to the 
first planters. And, finally, the 
country was thought to be suffi- 
ciently distant to avoid the op- 
pressions of the hierarchies of 
Europe. In addition to these, 
there was another motive, which 
had, with many of them, a very 
powerful influence. They knew 
that the church. of Christ was 
first planted in the east. It had 
been, for ages, gradually, jour- 
neying tothe west. They be- 
lieved this progress not yet com- 
pleted. They saw the holy pro- 
vidence of God awakening the 
spirit of daring navigators to 
unveil new climes to the view 
of men, and all in subserviency 
to the interests of the holy king- 
dom of Him, to whom is given 
dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all peofile, nations, and 
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They believed that the heavenly 
dove would shortly rest on this 
side of the Atlantic, and here 
fix a long abode. 

In the year 1606, King 
James I. granted the whole of 
North America, between 34 and 
45 degrees of north latitude, 
to two companies. The pro- 
prietors of the southern part 
being, principally, merchants 
in London, were denominated 
the London Company, and their 
tract of country retained the 
name of Virginia. ‘The pro- 
prietors of the nerthern divis- 
ion being, generally, merchants 
of -Plymouth, were stiled the 
Plymouth Company, and their 
territory was called North Vir- 
ginia. The name of Virginia 
had been given to the whole 
country, in the reign of Eliza- 
beth. In 1614, the coasts of the 
northern district were particu- 


larly surveyed by Capt. Smith of 
Virginia, who gave it the name 


of New England. This name 
soon became general in the 
mother country. It appears 
probable, that the Plymouth 
Company would never have 
done any thing for the settle- 
ment of the country, had it not 


been for the successful enter-’ 


prize of the first planters of 
New-Plymouth. Their object 
was wealth, and all their efforts 
issued in disappointment. Had 
net some more powerful motive 
engaged the exertions of other 
characters, this fair country 
might have been, at this day, 
in the possession of the aborig- 
ines of America, or subject to 
the tyranny of Papal supersti- 
tion. It is very doubtful wheth- 
er the small setthkements, which 
had commenced ia Virginia and 
New-York, would not have 
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been wholly relinquished, which 
had been the event of several 
preceding attempts, had it not 
been for the firm stand made by 
the pious pilgrims of the north. 

In the year 1620, after the 
departure of the adventurers of 
Mr. Robinson’s congregation, 
King James incorporated seve- 
ral noblemen and others, by the 
name of “ The council of 
Plymouth in the County of De- 
von, for the planting, ruling, 
ordering and governing New- 
England in America.” The 
several patents of the New-Eng- 
land colonies issued from the 
authority of this council. Be- 
tween the years 1620 and 1628, 
several small patents were is- 
sued from the Council for New- 
England, granting certain tracts 
within the limits of the Massa- 
chusetts, and some public at- 
tempts were made for settle- 
ments. None of these were 
permanent. The immense 
difficulties attending these un- 
dertakings, discouraged any 
attempts which were not sup- 
ported by a primary regard to 
the honor of God; and a fer- 
vent zeal for the advancement 
of the cause of the Redeemer. 

Mr. White, the minister of 
Dorchester in England, a divine 
eminent for talents and piety, 
who could not accede to all the 
prescriptions of the ecclesias- 
tical establishment, as early as 
the year 1624, projected the 
plan of a plantation in New- 
England, for the purposes of 
religion, similar, in most re- 
specis, to the one already be- 
gun at Plymouth. He wished 
for the establishment of a set- 
ilement, whither the pious 
non-conformists in England 


‘might repair, and enjoy those 
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privileges which were denied 
them in their native country. 
He hoped also to see churches 
established and built up in grea- 
ter purity of gospel order, than 
existed in any which had risen 
from the ruins of Popery. 
This abject he pursued with a 
pious zeal, and with unwearled 
assiduity. He sent over the 
most encouraging promises to 
a few individuals who had sat 
down near the entrance of Bos- 
ton harbour. But these were too 
few to maintain their station. 
Early in the year 1628, seve- 
ral knights and gentlemen pur- 
chased of the council for New- 
England, that tract of territory 
which, afterwards, constituted 
the colony of Massachusetts. 
One of these purchasers was 
Mr. John Endicot, who will be 
further noticed. Mr. White, 
by bis influence and exertions, 
engaged a number of religious 
gentlemen, in and about Lon- 
don, to unite in the enterprize. 
These purchased shares in the 
company, and bought out seve- 
ral of the original patentees. 
Some of the first purchasers, 
as soon as they found that a set- 
tlement for religious purposes 
was designed, chose to relin- 
quish the object. The same 
reason, however, disposed ma- 
ny worthy characters to espouse 
the cause with great ardor. 
The grant of the council con- 
veyed a title to the soil, anda 
royal charter, investing the pro- 
prictors with the powers of civil 
government, was obtained in the 
iollowing year. Soonafter which, 
the company was organized 
with their proper officers. In 
the year 1628, previous to the 
grant of the royal charter, the 
patentees sent ont Mr. Endi- 
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cot, with a company of about 
an hundred adventurers, to lay 
the foundation of their intended 
colony. The management of 
the affairs of the colony, in 
America, was committed to 
Mr. Endicot, who was constitu- 
ted governor of the plantation. 
A man of unfeigned piety, of ar- 
dent zeal for the cause of pure 
religion, of independent mind, of 
intrepid spirit, of incorruptible 
integrity, of unchanging patriot- 
ism; Mr.Endicot was eminently 
qualified for the important du- 
ties which had been assigned 
him by the company, in laying 
the foundation of a Christian 
commonwealth. No internal 
commotions changed his pur- 
poses, no dangers diverted his 
designs, no changes diminished | 
his attachment to his people, 
no adversities shook his confi- 
dence and hope in God. He 
perfectly understood the origi- 
nal design of the company, to 
establish a Christian settlement 
on the pure principles of gospel 
order, so far as they under- 
stood them, and this object he 
pursued with inflexible purpose 
to the end of his life. Mr. En- 
dicot may justly be stiled the 
founder of that noble common- 
wealth.* Mr. Endicot and his 
company sailed from England 
to America in the summer of 
1628. They landed on the 
Shore of Massachusetts Bay, 
and commenced the settlement 
of the pleasant town of Salem. 
It does not appear that any un- 


— 


_ * It is much to be lamented, and 
it can be assigned to no other cause 
than a want of information, that 
Judge Marshall, in his excellent his- 
tory, has given Governor Endicot 
no other character than that of “a 
deep enthusiast.” 
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usual difficulties were encoun- 
tered by the plantation for the 
first year. Inthe year 1629, 
soon after the organization of 
the company under the sanc- 
tion of the royal charter, they 
resolved ona second embarka- 
tion for their new colony. Five 
ships were provided forthe pur- 
pose, and, being laden with 
cattle and other necessaries for 
the supply of the colony, with 
nearly three hundred planters, 
men, women, and children, they 
sailed from England in May, 
and arrived at Salem in June. 
They found the settlement in 
tolerably comfortable circum- 
stances, and brought to Mr. 
Endicot a re-appointment to the 
office of governor. The com- 
pany in England were careful to 
adhere to their original design, 
and encouraged none to remove 
to their rising colony but such 
as were friends to evangelical 
religion, and approved of the 
essential views of divine truth 
which were entertained by 
themselves. As the plantation 
now contained more than three 
hundred inhabitants, one hun- 
dred of their number removed, 
this summer, and commenced 
the settlement of the town of 
Charlestown. 

The company in England, 
having learned that Mr. Endi- 
cot had effected a lodgement in 
the American wilderness, made 
all practical exertions for the 
establishment of their plantation 
in the order of the gospel. 
For this purpose, they engaged 
two eminent divines, Mr. Hig- 
ginson and Mr. Skelton, distin- 
guished for learning and piety, 
both of them suffering for non- 
conformity, to lend their impor- 
fant services in laying the foun- 
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dations of the American church. 
These faithful servants of Christ 
cordially engaged in the great 
design, and, embarking with 
the second company, arrived at 
Salem in 1629. They and their 
company, the most of whom 
were persons of eminent piety, 
experienced the most welcome 
reception from Mr. Endicot, 
and a cordial union of views 
gave great strength to their ex- 
ertions. Soon after their arri- 
val, they set aparta day for so- 
lemn fasting and prayer, and 
for the purpose of uniting in 
church state. On the sixth of 
August, the persons proposing” 
to unite in church relation, gave 
their public assent to a Confes- 
sion of Faith, and then solemn+ 
ly covenanted with God, and 
with each other, to walk in the 
ordinances of Christ. Mr. Hig- 
ginson and Mr. Skelton were 
then set apart as the ministers: 
of the church, the former as 
teacher, the latter as pastor. 
Mr. Endicot having correspon- 
ded with the church at Plym- 
outh, previous to the arrival of 
the second company, and find- 
ing an agreement in their views 
on the subject of church order, 
that church sent delegates to 
Salem to unite in this interes- 
ting transaction, who gave to 
their new brethren the right 
hand of fellowship. Their 
Confession of Faith and Cove- 
nant were drawn by Mr. Hig- 
ginson. The Covenant be- 
gins in the following manner: 
“ We covenant with our Lord, 
and one with another; and we 
do bind ourselves in the pre- 
sence of God, to walk together 
in all his ways, according as he 
is pleased to reveal himself un- 
to us in his blessed word of 
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truth.”’* This was the first 
church that was fully organized 
in New-England. ‘The church 
at Plymouth, the enly one of 
an earlier date, had not a regu- 
Jar pastor till after this time. 
The company in the mother 
country now began to make vig- 
erous exertions for the settle- 
ment of New-England. In the 
course of the year 1629, it was 
resolved that the corporation, 
with their charter, should be re- 
moved to America. According- 
ly, the most of the proprietors 
of the Massachusetts, together 
with a great number of adveén- 
turers, among whom were many 
persons of family, of education, 
and of wealth, prepared to em- 
bark for the western wilderness. 
The most of these were influen- 
ced by one common principle ; 
the sufferings which they en- 
dured under ecclesiastical tyran- 
ny for a conscientious non-con- 
formity with many of the pre- 
scribed ceremonies, the expect- 
ation of enjoying the rights of 
conscience and the privileges of 
gospel worship and discipline, 
and the hope of planting the 
churches of their Lord in a 
desert, which never echoed the 
praises of redeeming love. They 
believed the cause of pure reli- 
gion to be greatly declining 
in their native country, they 
hoped the Spirit of God 
would attend his church into the 
wilderness, and give it a great 
increase. The churches in Eng- 
Jand having never been wholly 
liberated from the shackles of 
Popery, they believed that some 
might be established in a new 
country, more agreeable to the 
primitive paitern, than any 
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which they had seen. That 
such churches might exist on 
the American strand, was the 
supreme object of their inces- 
gant toils, their uncommon self- 
denial, and their persevering 
prayer, to the end of their lives. 

Seventeen ships were pre- 
pared, with all the necessaries 
for the voyage and the new set- 
tlement, large supplies of pro- 
visions, implements of husband- 
ry, and cattle. The most of 
these sailed early in the year 
1630, and before the end of the 
year, they all arrived in New- 
England. In these ships came 
Mr. John Winthrop the gov- 
ernor of the company, the 
lieutenant governor Dudley, 
several of the assistants, and 
above fifteen hundred settlers. 
In the election of governors and 
assistants in March, the com- 
pany were careful to appoint 
those who were willing to re- 
move. Several of these were 
discouraged at the prospect be- 
fore the time of embarka- 
tion, and others were sub- 
stituted in their place. Like the 
army of Gideon, all who were 
faint-hearted were desired to re- 
main in their native country : it 
being’ well known that nothing 
less than an unconquerable firm- 
hess, with an unshaken reliance 
on the divine support, could be 
sufficient to meet the difficulties 
which must necessarily be en- 
countered. Previous to their 
departure, after having entered 
on board their ships, the govern- 
or and several others addressed 
a paper to their brethren of the 
established church, for the pur- 
pese of removing suspicions, 
and preventing all misconstruc- 
tions of their designs ; in which 
they call the church of England 
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their Mother Church, beseech- 
ing the divine blessing to rest 
upon her, and earnestly reques- 
ting the prayers of their brethren 
for them in their important and 
difficult undertaking. 

On the arrival of Gov. Win- 
throp in June, who was, from 
that time to his death, the head 
and father of the colony, he 
found the plantation in a distres- 
sed, suffering state. In the pre- 
ceding autumn, the colony con- 
tained about three hundred in- 
habitants. Eighty of these had 
died, and a great part of the 
survivors were in a weak, sickly 
state. Their supply of corn was 
not sufficient for more than a 
fortnight, and their other provis- 
ions were nearly exhausted. In 
addition to these evils, they 
were informed that a combina- 
tion of various tribes of Indians 
was forming for*the purpose of 
the utter extirpation of the colo- 
ny. Their strength was weak- 
ness, but their confidence was in 
God, and they were not forsaken. 
Many of the planters, who arri- 
ved this summer, after long 
voyages, were in a sickly state, 
and disease continued to. rage 
through the season. By the close 
of the year, the number of 
deaths exceeded two hundred. 
Among these, were several of 
the principal persons in the 
colony. Mr. Higginson, the 
venerable minister of Salem, 
spent about a year with that 
parent church, and was removed 
to the church in glory. His 
excellent colleague, Mr. Skel- 
ton, did net long survive him. 
Mr. Johnson, one of the assist- 
ants, and his lady, who was a 
great patroness of the settle- 
ment, died soon after their arri- 
val, OF the latter, an early his- 
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torian observes, “ She left ar 
earthly paradise in the family 
of an earldont, to encounter the 
sorrows of a wilderness, for the 
entertainments of a pure wor- 
ship in the house of God ; and 
then immediatety left that wilder- 
ness for the heavenly paradise.” 

Persons of less constancy 
than was possessed by the fath- 
ers of New-Englan1, in view of 
the obstacles and dangers now 
before them, would have been 
wholly discouraged. Before 
several of the ships arrived, the 
summer was past, they had no 
habitations for the approaching 
winter ; the places of their set- 
tlement were unfixed ; they had 
little or no forage for their cattle ; 
they had but a distant and doubt- 
ful prospect of obtaining a sup- 
port from the productions of the 
country ; they were wholly unac- 
quainted with the means of 
clearing a wilderness ; the cli- 
mate was much more severe 
than they had experienced; a 
wasting sickness prevailed a- 
mong them ; the wild beasts of 
the forest often raised their 
alarms ; the savages of the wil- 
derness, jealous of their en- 
croachments, whose numbers 
and temper they could not ascer- 
tain, surrounded all their bor- 
ders. Butthey had committed 
their cause to God. They be- 
lieved they were called in his 
providence to leave the land of 
their nativity, he had carried 
them through the sea, and, they 
believed, though many of them 
might fall, he would not wholly 
desert them in the wilderness. 
He did not suffer his faithfulness 
to fail. Jn all their affliction he 
was afflicted,and the angel of his 
firesence saved ihem : in his love 
and in his futy he redeemed thems 
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and he bare them, and carried 
them all the days of old. 

Four eminent ministers, 
Messrs. Maverick, Warham, 
Wilson, and Phillips, who were 
distinguished lights of the 
church of Christ while in Eng- 
land, attended the company 
which came over in 1630. These 
were eminent instruments of 
maintaining harmony in the 
several settlements, and of pro- 
moting the general interests of 
the colony. Before the conclu- 
sion of the season, settlements 
were commenced in several 
places which are now some of 
the finest towns in New-Eng- 
land. Governor Winthrop and 
a considerable number of the 
company laid the foundation of 
the town of Boston. Mr. Now- 
ell, one of the assistants, witha 
number of his friends, sat down 
at Charlestown, where a few re- 
mained of those who began that 


settlement in the preceding 


year. This place and Boston 
were considered, for a season, as 
one settlement and one church, 
under the ministry of Mr. Wil- 
son. Sir Richard Saltonstall, 
one of the assistants, with a 
company of planters, began the 
settlement of Watertown. They 
enjoyed the ministry of Mr. 
Phillips. Another of the assis- 
tants, Mr. Rossiter, with Mr. 
Ludlow, and a number of set- 
tlers, began the town of Dor- 
chester. The ministers Messrs. 
Warham and Maverick settled 
with them. <A few years after, 
Mr. Warham and a considera- 
ble part of his people, began the 
settlement of Windsor on Con- 
necticut River. Mr. Pyncheon, 
also an assistant, was at the 
head of acompany who com- 
menced the settlement of Rox- 
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bury. The famous Mr. Elliot, 
who came from England the 
year following, became their 
minister. At these places and 
Salem, the first planters con- 
tinued till the next year. 

The succeeding winter com- 
menced in December, with great 
severity. Few of the houses 
which had been erected were 
comfortable, and the most of 
them were miserable coverings. 
Unused to such severities of 
climate, the people suffered se- 
verely from the cold. Many 
died from being frozen. The 
inconveniencies of their accom- 
modations increased the diseases 
which continued to prevail a+ 
mong them. But their constan- 
cy had not yet been brought to 
the last trial—During the con- 
tinuance of the severe season, 
their stock of provisions began 
to fail. ‘Those who wanted were 
supplied bythose:who possessed, 
as long as any remained. A 
poor man came to the governor 
to complain, and was informed 
that the last bread of his house 
was in the oven. Many subsist- 
ed upon shell-fish, ground-nuts, 
and acorns, which at that sea- 
son could not have been procu- 
red but with the utmost difficul- 
ty. Of the steadfastness and 
submission of the people, under 
these accumulated sufferings, 
the early historians give us ma- 
ny very striking testimonies.— 
In consideration of their peril- 
ous condition, the sixth day of 
February was appointed for a 
day of public fasting and prayer, 
to scek deliverance from God. 
Every day, many knees bended 
in secret, many sighs rose to 
‘Him, to whose providential care 
they had committed their all, 
whose earthly kingdom they 
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were laboring and suffering to 
advance. He who prrovideth for 
the raven his food, who prepared 
sustenance for Jacob, could not 
now be inattentive to the cries 
of his people. On the fifth of 
February, the day before the ap- 
pointed fast, the ship Lion,which 
had been sent to England for 
that purpose, arrived laden with 
provisions. She had a stormy 
passage, and rode amid heavy 
drifts of ice after entering the 
harbour. But He who once still- 
ed the tempest for the sake of 
his people,carried this ship thro’ 
every danger, and brought her 
safe toland. Onthis event, the 
existence of the colony was, in a 
great measure,dependent. These 
previsions were distributed a- 
mong the people according to 
their necessities, and their ap- 
pointed fast was exchanged for 
a day of general thanksgiving. 
Qn the opening of the spring 
of 1631, health was generally 
restored in the settlements, but 
the colony was greatly impov- 
erished. ‘The most of their pro- 
visions had been brought from 
England ; the preceding year 
having been a season of uncom- 
mon scarcity, they were pur- 
chased at very high rates; by the 
length of the passage and the 
severity of the winter the great- 
er part of their cattle had dicd ; 
the materials for building and 
implements of labor were ob- 
tained with great difficulty and 
expense. In imitation of their 
venerable governor, before whose 
virtues the patriotism of Leoni- 
das and Timoleon, of Publicola 
and the Decii, appears in a deep- 
ened shade, the wealthy, feeling 
that they had embarked in this 
cause, not for themselves, but for 
the colony and for God, distri- 
Vor. V. NO. 2. 
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buted of their property accord 
ing to the necessities of their 
brethren, and soon found them- 
selves almost divested of plenti- 
ful fortunes. 

In the year 1631, great exer- 
tions were made fora crop of 
Indian corn, which was their 
whole dependence, and it plea- 
sed God to give them a favora- 
ble season ; and, according to 
the lands inyproved, an abundant 
harvest, This must have been, 
indeed, an unpalatable pittance 
for those who had been nursed 
in all the delicacies of polished 
life, which was the case of many 
of those settlers, but it supplied 
their necessities, They came 
not to this trackless desert to re- 
pose on roses, but they were 
travellers towards a _ better 
country, that is, an heavenly. 
The fears of the colony, from 
the hostility of the savages, 
gradually subsided. In conse- 
quence of petty animosities and 
internal hostilities, they could 
not be united in a general com- 
bination for the extirpation of 
the colony. The small-pox, and 
other epidemic disorders, great- 
ly prevailed among them, by 
which, immense numbers died. 
These events were considered 
by our fathers as the signal in- 
terpositions of Providence, by 
which, God was making room 
and preparing peace for his 
people. In the commencement 
of all the individual settlements, 
the planters were mindful of 
their great errand into the wil- 
derness, and directed their first 
exertions to the establishment 
of a church of Christ, and the 
institutions of the gospel. The 
first church, afier the one at 
Salem, was gathered at Charles- 
town, ona day of solemn fast, 
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August 27th, 1630. Soon after 
this, a church was organized at 
Dorchester. The next was at 
Boston. Soon after which, there 
was one at Roxbury, one at 
Lynn, and one at Wetertown. 
In less than two years from the 
organization of the first church, 
in Salem, there were in the col- 
ony, seven churches, which were 
indeed, golden candlesticks. _ 

The colony continued to in- 
crease by fresh accessions of 
planters, emigrating, every year, 
from England. In 1635, came 
over Mr. Haynes, afterwards, 
the first governor of Connecti- 
cut, and Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hook- 
er, and Mr. Stone, three of the 
most eminent lights of the New- 
England churches. Every year 
produced additions to the colo- 
ny, by immigrants from the 
mother country, many of whom 
were persons of great merit and 
distinction, till about the year 
1640. The civil wars, commen- 
cing in England at that time, 
put a general stop to emigration. 
The number of planters which 
came to New-England, from 
the commencement of the set- 
tlement to the year 1640, were 
computed at four thousand.— 
After that time, it was supposed 
that as many. removed from 
New-England, to the mother 
country, as came from thence 
to the colonies. From this 
small number of original plant- 
ers, have proceeded the many 
thousands of the inhabitants of 
the New-England States. We 
now enjoy the benefit of their 
labors, their wise institutions, 
and their noble example. We 
enjoy the benefit of their pray- 
ers, which are registered on 
high. 

A bricf sketch of the colonies, 
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which issued from this venera- 
ble mother colony, with a view 
of their general, progress in the 
early periods of their history, 
particularly, in their ecclesias- 
tical interests, is reserved’ for 
future numbers. O. 
[ 70 be continued. } 
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An Address to the Christian Pub- 
lie, prepared and published by 
a Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions. 


MMEDIATELY after their 

first organization in Septem- 
ber of the last year, the Amer- 
ican Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions respect- 
fully solicited the serious and 
liberal attention of the Chris- 
tian public to the great object of 
their appointment. They are 
now happy in having it in their 
power ta acknowledge, with 
gratitude to the Father of all 
good, that the solicitation was 
not in vain. Many have viewed 
the object with deep interest, 
and some have embraced the 
earliest opportunity of promo- 
ting it by their pious Jiberality. 
The name of the late Mrs. Nor- 
ris in particular is endeared to 
thousands ; and what she has 
done will be told for a memo- 
rial of her in distant lands, and 
in generations ta come. Ani- 
mated by the encouragement 
given them, and impelled by a 
regard to their high responsi- 
bility, the Commissioners have 
made an important advance in 
the prosecution of their design. 
At their late annual meeting 
they resolved to establish, ag 
secon as practicable, a Christiaa 
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mission ‘in the East, and anoth-: 


er inthe West. In the East, 
their attention will first be di- 
rected tothe Birman empire ; 
and in the West, to the Cagh- 
nawaga tribe of Indians. 

The Birman empire, which 
Jies on the farther peninsula of 
India, between Hindoostan and 
China, comprises within its 
present limits the native coun- 
try of the Birmahs, together 
with the ancient kingdoms of 
Arracan and Pegu, a considera- 
ble part of Siam, and several 
smaller territories, all which, 
though formerly subject to their 
own independent princes, are 
now reduced under the power 
of one Imperial chief. The 
population, according to the 
most probable estimate, amounts 
‘to no less than fifteen millions ; 
and the people are considerably 
advanced in civilization. They 
are vigorous, intelligent, and 
tractable, and in many re- 
spects superior to the Hindoos ; 
yet not less deeply immersed in 
the darkness and corruptions of 
Paganism. On the whole, it 
is believed, that scarcely any 
part of the world presents a 
more inviting or a more impor- 
tant field for Christian mission- 
aries, than does the Birman em- 
pire. 

The nation, itis true, is at a 
great distance from us ; but is 
it not composed of our-breth- 
ren, descended from the same 
common iparents, involved in 
the consequences of the same 
fatal apostacy from God, and 
inhabiting the same world, to 
every creature in which the 
Saviour has directed that his 
Gospel should be preached ? 
And by whom is this direction 
‘to be obeyed, in regard to them, 
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if not by us? The Christians of 
Great Britain are, indeed, ar- 
dently engaged in the glorious 
work of evangelizing the ne- 
tions; but in imparting the 
word of life to the hundreds of 
tnillions ready to perish in Asia 
and Africa, they need and they 
desire our help. 

Though the field is distant, it 
is not unknown ; and as reason- 
able calculations can be made 
with respect to success in this 
region, as we can ordinarily 
hope to make with respect to an 
untried object of this nature. 
Distance of place alters not 
the claims of the heathen, so 
long as the means of access to 
them are in our power. Chris- 
tianity is equally a blessing to 
the inhabitants of the polar cir- 
cle, and to those of the torrid 
zone. ‘The salvation of the 
soul is all-important to the hea- 
then natives of the Indian pen- 
insulas, as well as to the Chris- 
tian descendants of pious ances- 
tors. Wherever the knowledge 
of Christ can be spread, there 
is the field for Christian exer- 
tions. A few years ago our 
countrymen sent a donation to 
the Baptist Missionaries in Ben- 
gal, to assist them in transla- 
ting and printing the Bible. 
Though the place was distant, 
the remittance soon arrived, and 
was immediately appropriated 
to its destined object ; and the 
natives -of Hindoostan, to a 
greater extent than would have 
been otherwise practicable, are 
now reading the word of God 
in their own language, in con- 
sequence of this very donation. 
It is not too much to hope, that 
those pious persons who shall 
enable thé Commissioners to 
establish a permanent mission 
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in the East, will, in a few years, 
hear a good report from the 
scene of their liberality; that 
they will read of Christian 
schools, and Christian churches, 
casting a mild and salutary light 
through dark regions, and af- 
fording a happy presage of the 
latter-day glory. 

But while the Commission- 
ers view with deep interest the 
populous regions of the East, 
they are not unmindful of the 
Pagan tribes on our own conti- 
nent. Among these, no tribe 
perhaps bids fairer to give the 
Gospel a favorable reception, 
and eventually an extensive 
spread, than the Caghnawagas 
in Lower Canada. Their situ- 
ation is of easy access; they 
are well disposed towards the 
white people, and have great in- 
fluence with their red brethren 
of other tribes. And a fact not 
to be disregarded among the in- 
dications of Providence, is, that 
a native of that tribe, a pious 
young man, whose heart burns 
with a desire to carry the Gos- 
pel to his countrymen, is now 
in a course of education, and 
gives promise of eminent use- 
fulness. 

Here, then, are presented 
two great fields for missionary 
labers ; fields rich in hopeful 
prospects, and offering ample 
scope for Christian benevolence 
and exertion. Laborers are al- 
so ready to enter the fields, and 
impatiently wait for the means 
of conveyance and _ support. 
Can these means be withheld? 
Can the Christians of this fa- 
vored land be willing, that, for 
the want of these means, mill- 
ions of their fellow-men should 
remain in darkness, and perish 
for lack of knowledge ? 
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To be impressed with the im- 
portance of the Gospel to the 
character and condition of man, 
even in the present world, we 
need only glance at a compara- 
tive view of Pagan and Chris- 
tian nations ; we need only look, 
indeed, at the difference, as ex- 
hibited by the excellent Dr. Bu- 
chanan, between the Pagan na- 
tives at Benares and Juggernaut, 
and the Christian natives at 
Tranquebar andCande-nad. The 
infinite importance of the Gos- 
pel to the character and condi- 
tion of mankind with reference 
to the world to come, no sound 
believer in Divine revelation can 
doubt. The Gospel is the grand 
instrument, ordained by infinite 
wisdom “ to turn men from 
darkness unto light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God.” 
It is, in effect, the power of God 
unto salvation “to every one 
that believeth, to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek.” 

How, then, is the Gospel to 
be imparted to men in the dark 
places of the earth, if not thro’ 
the instrumentality of missions? 
Is not this the very way which 
the glorious Author of the Gos- 
pel has himself seen fit to ap- 
point? Is it not the way, and 
the only way, in which any part 
of the world has ever been evan- 
gelized ? What were the apos- 
tles and first preachers of the 
Gospel, by whom so many na- 
tions were converted, but Chris- 
tian missionaries ? Was it not 
by missions that the Gospel was 
made known, according to the 
commandment of the everlast- 
ing God, for the obedience of 
faith, to the nations in the west 
and north of Europe,in the sixth, 
the seventh, and the following 
centuries ; and that our own re- 
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mote ancestors were turned 
from their idols to serve the liv- 
ing God, and to transmit the 
knowledge of salvation to their 
posterity ? Had it not been for 
missions, the British islands, in 
which so many immortal spirits 
have been sanctified by the 
truth and prepared for heaven, 
and in which so much ‘Chris- 
tian beneficence is now display- 
ed; these very islands, from 
which we derive our origin, our 
language, our laws, and our re- 
ligion, might have been still in- 
habited by savages worshipping 
in the groves of the Druids, or 
offering human sacrifices to 
their false gods. 

In latter times, Ziegenbalg 
and Swartzin the East, and El- 
jot and Brainerd in the West, 
have given illustrious exam- 
ples of what might be done by 
patient and persevering zeal in 
missionary labors ; and not on- 
ly shall their memory long be 
blessed on earth, but their wit- 
ness is in heaven, and their re- 
cord on high. 

By means of the single mis- 
sionary establishment at Tran- 
quebar, first commenced by 
Ziegenbalg about a century ago, 
and afterwards conducted by 
his worthy successors, particu- 
larly by the venerable Swartz, 
Not less, it is estimated, than 
eighty thousand Pagans, “ for- 
Saking their idols and their vi- 
ces, have been added to the 
Christian Church.” If not so 
much can be said of the mis- 
sions of Eliot and Brainerd, it 
is to be considered, that their la- 
bors were among a people scat- 
tered in the wilderness, and 
that men of a like spirit were 
not found to succeed them in 
their work, and prosecute their 
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pious design. Still, lowever, 
there were precious fruits of 
their labors, which will remain 
for joy and praise, in the king- 
dom of the Redeemer, when 
this world shall be no more. 
The general history of such 
missions as have at any time 
been conducted on Christian 
principles, and with a real re- 
gard to the salvation of the 
heathen, affords abundant en- 
couragement to proceed with 
vigor, in the same glorious 
cause. 

But if so much has been done 
by a few men, and in ordinary 
times, what may we not ex- 
pect from united and extensive 
exertions in the present ex- 
traordinary period of the world ? 
For some time before the Mes- 
siah came a light to lighten 
the Gentiles and the glory of 
his people Israel, an expecta- 
tion extensively prevailed that 
a glorious luminary was about 
to arise, and an important 
change to commence. Proph- 
ecies to this effect were on re- 
cord, and the providence of 
God strikingly indicated their 
approaching fulfilment. Some- 
thing very similar to all this is 
manifest in the present age. If 
the Messiah ,was then the De- 
sire of all nations, his millen- 
nial reign is no less so now. If 
the seventy prophetic weeks of 
Daniel were then drawing toa 
close, the 1260 mystical cays 
of the same Jewish prophet, 
and of the Christian prophet 
John, are now hastening to 
their completion. lf the prov- 
idence of God strikingly indi- 
cated the approach of the glo- 
rious change then expected, not 
less strikingly dothe unusual 
events, Which now astonish the 
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nations, indicate the approach 
‘of a change still more glorious, 
because more complete and uni- 
versal. The Lord himself has 
arisen to shake terribly the earth, 
and to plead hie own cause with 
the nations. Buc though the 
Dar of vengeance is in his heart, 
the rear of his redeemed is 
come. 

Prophecy, history, and the 
present state of the world, seem 
to unite in declaring, that the 
great pillars of the Papal and 
Mahomedan impostures are 
now tottering to their fall. The 
civilized world is in a state of 
awful convulsion and unparal- 
leled distress. At the same 
time, Christians are awakened 
to a perception of their pecul- 
iar duties, and to correspon- 
dent labors and sacrifices. New 
facilities are afforded for the dis- 
persion of the Scriptures in 
many languages, for the estab- 
lishment of missions, and the 
general promulgation of the 
Gospel. The enormity of the 
heathen superstition, and the 
unutterable evils which march 
in its train, ‘stand forth to view 
in all their hideous proportions. 
Now is the time for the follow- 
ers of Christ to come forward 
boldly, and engage earnestly in 
the great work of enlightening 
and reforming mankind. Nev- 
er was the glory of the Chris- 
tian religion more clearly dis- 
cernible ; never was the futility 
of all other schemes more man- 
ifest; never were the encour- 
agements to benevolent exer- 
tion greater, than at the pre- 
sent day. Inthe great conflict 
between truth and error, what 
Christian will refuse to take an 
active part ? Satan has long de- 
ceived the nations, and held in 





ignorance and idolatry much the 
greater part of the human race. 
When his empire is assailed, 
and his throne begins to crum- 
ble under him, what friend of 
the Redeemer will refuse to 
come to the help of the Lord, 
to the hel: of the Lord against 
the mighty. Ultimate victory is 
secure, aS it is promised by 
Him who cannot Jie, and in 
whose hands are the hearts of all 
men. What Christian will not 
esteem it a privilege to become 
instrumental, though in a hum- 
ble degree, in accomplishing 
the glorious and beneficent pur- 
poses of Jehovah, by extending 
the influences of the Gospel. 

It appears from what has been 
stated in this address, and would 
more fully appear froma sketch 
of missionary exertions made 
during the last century, and es- 
pecially during the last twenty 
years, that a great and effectual 
door for the promulgation of the 
Gospel among the heathen is 
now opened to all Christian na- 
tions : but to no nation is it more 
inviting, than to the people of 
New England. The truth of this 
declaration will be easily mani- 
fest from the following consider- 
ations : 

First. No nation ever experi- 
enced the blessings of the Chris- 
tian religion more evidently, and 
uniformly, than the inhabitants 
of New England, from its first 
colonization till the present time, 
through nearly two centuries.— 
Of all our social and civil enjoy- 
ments, scarcely one is worthy to 
be mentioned, which is not deri- 
ved directly, or indirectly, from 
this holy religion; and all the en- 
joyments, which concern us as 
immortal beings, spring directly 
from this source. If we were 
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deprived of all the civilization 
and liberty, all the present con- 
solations and future hopes,which 
we receive from the Gospel, 
what should we have left ? 
Where is the Christian who 
would not mourn day and night, 
were he told, that at some future 
time this favored land should 
sink into the superstition, cor- 
ruption, and impiety of Pagan- 
ism ; that the Sabbath should 
become extinct, our churches 
moulder to ruin, no voice of 
supplication ascend to Jehovah, 
no children be dedicated in bap- 
tism to the triune God, and no 
memorial be observed of the 
Redeemer’s sufierings, atone- 
ment, death, and resurrection ; 
that, instead of the rational wor- 
ship of Christian assemblies, 
future generations should behold 
some horrible idol receiving the 
adoration of deluded millions ? 
Where is the person of common 
humanity, who would not lift up 
the voice of lamentation at the 
certain prospect of such an apos- 
tacy from the truth, and such a 
debasing fallinto the cruelties and 
debaucheries, the sins and mis- 
eries of heathenism ? If we should 
feel so intensely at the pros- 
pect of these evils befalling our 
own country, can we avoid being 
touched with compassion at the 
sight of many populous nations, 
which have been subjected, for 
ages, and are still subjected, to 
the power of the most degrading, 
idolatry ? Are we not called 
upon in a peculiar manner to 
exert ourselves in dispelling this 
worse than Egyptian darkness? 

Let us reflect, for a moment, 
on the tendency of missionary 
exertions to promote religion 
among ourselves. The Rev. Mr. 
Grout, in his sermon before the 
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Hampshire Missionary Society, 
observes, that “ what seems to 
be peculiarly worthy of attentior: 
is the unusual effusion of God’s 
Spirit in and near the places, 
where the missionary spirit has 
prevailed.” “ About nine years 
have elapsed,” he adds, * since 
the establishment of this Socie- 
ty. In what other period of 
that length have we witnessed in 
this country so many instances 
of the refreshings of Divine 
grace?” The preacher then 
pertinently inquires, “ Do ‘not 
these things, like a pillar of the 
cloud and of the fire in the camp 
of Israel, betoken the Divine 
presence to have attended the 
course of missionary labors ?”* 
We press this question upon 
the consciences of Christians, 
and ask them to decide, from 
their own observation and expe- 
rience, whether this is not a just 
view of the subject. it is an 
unchangeable law in the Divine 
government, that it zs more dles- 
sed to give than to receive, and 
that Ae that watereth shall be also 
watered himself. As we regard 
the salvation of our neighbors, 
our friends, our families, let us 
send the Gospel to the heathen. 

Secondly. If all the circum- 
stances of the case are consider- 
ed, we are more able to take ar 
active part in evangelizing the 
heathen, than any other people 
on the globe. With the excep- 
tion of Great Britain, indeed, no 
nation but our own has the in- 
clination, or the ability, to make 
great exertions in the prosecu- 
tion of this design. Great Bri- 
tain is engaged in a conflict for 
her existence with a power 
which threatens to subjugate the 
civilized world ; yet, beside alt 
the expenses of this unexampled 
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conflict ; beside the millions 
paid for the support of the par- 
ish poor, and the immense ag- 
gregate of the sums given 1n 
occasional charity ; beside the 
vast annual expenses of charity 
schools, hospitals, and many 
other benevolent institutions ; 
beside the support of the reg- 
ular Clergy, both of the Estab- 
lishment aad among Dissen- 
ters ; beside these and many 
other expenses Great Britain 
spends Aundreds of thousands of 
dollars, annually, in distributing 
the Bible, employing Missiona- 
ries, translating the Scriptures, 
and other extraordinary methods 
of dispensing the Gospel to 
mankind. Our public burdens 
are light compared with those 
of England ; and there is among 
us wealth sufficient, abundantly 
sufficient, to employ all the in- 
struments which will be offered 
to our hands. We are accus- 
tomed to hear many encomiums 
on the liberality of Christians in 
England ; let it be remembered 
that these very encomiums will 
condemn us, unless we go and 
do likewise. 

Let it not be supposed, that 
the embarrassment of our pub- 
lic affairs, and the consequent 
derangement of private busi- 
ness, and loss of private prop- 
erty, are forgotten. With these 
things in full view, it may still 
be truly said, that wealth enough 
can be spared from among us 
for the vigorous prosecution of 
this transcendently imporiant 
purpose. 

Nor should it be omitted, that 
there is no need of withholding 
a single dollar from the nume- 
rous Missionary and Bible So- 
cletics, and other charitable in- 
stitutions, which are already in 
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operation in our country. Our 
Missionary Societies have been 
for anumber of yearsincalculable 
blessings to the new settlements 
and destitute places of the Uni- 
ted States ; and though our Bi- 
ble Societies have been but late- 
ly formed, their prospects of 
usefulness are most encourag- 
ing. May the means of all 
these benevolent institutions in- 
crease continually; and may 
the same beneficence, which 
patronizes them, be extended 
to satisfy the pressing calls of 
Foreign Missions. 

The public will perceive, that 
a considerable sum of money is 
necessary before a mission to 
Asia can be commenced with 
any prospect of success, and 
that money is the only thing 
which is still wanting. Need 
another word be said to ensure 
liberal and extensive donations ? 


JEDIDIAH MORSE, 
SAMUEL WORCESTER, 
JEREMIAH EVARTS, 
Commiitee appointed by 
the Board. 


N. B. Donors are respectfully 
requestcd to designate, whether 
they mish their donations to make 
part of a permanent fund, the in- 
come of which will be appropria- 
ted to Foreign Missions ; or 
whether they would prefer, that 
the whole sum given should be ex- 
pended as soon as opportunity 
shall present. If no designa- 
tion is made by donors, the dis- 
position of the gift will be consid- 
ered as leftto the discretion of 
the Board. 
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The Decrees of God display his 
Glory. 


OD claims to be the only 
living and true God. And 

this claim he founds entirely on 
his own decrees. He says by 
the prophet Isaiah, * J am God, 
and there is none else ; Iam God, 
and there ts none like me: De- 
claring the end from the begin- 
ning, and from ancient times the 
things thatare not yet done, say- 
ing, My counsel shall stand and 
I will doallmy pleasure.” Here 
God claims divinity and supreme 
glory because he has formed, 
declared and been executing the 
most perfect scheme of conduct. 
He places al] his glory on his 
decrees, and rests his divinity 
upon them ; virtually declaring 
that if he had not decreed all 
things, he would not be God, 
nor worthy of supreme homage 
and glory.—Supported by the 
divine declaration, it is propo- 
sed, in the present essay, to il- 
lustrate this sentiment ; Zhe de- 
crees of God disfilay all his glory. 
I shall first explain the divine 
decrees ; and then show that 


God 

I. Iam to explain the divine 
decrees. 

God existed before any other 
being. He existed alone. And 
while he thus existed alone, he 
proposed an end, and all the 
Means necessary to accomplish 
that end. Among all possible 
ends he knewthe best,and know- 
ing it, he chose it. Hence “ the 
decrees of God are his eternal 
purpose according to the coun- 
sel of his own will, whereby for 


his own glory he hath fore-or- | 


dained whatsoever 
pass.” 


Vou, V. NO. 2. 


comes to 
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they display all the glory of 





But to illustrate this! 
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general definition more fully, I 
would observe, 

1. That the decrees of God 
are voluntary. It depended 
wholly on the will of God, 
whether he would form sucha 
scheme of conduct as he has 
formed, or not. He was under 
no natural necessity of doing, or 
determining to do any thing — 
This, however, is what many of 
the heathen philosophers sup- 
posed, and what some divines 
likewise suppose. But this sup- 
position involves in it the proper 
idea of fate. If God was con- 
strained to adopt any mode of 
conduct, he was, strictly speak- 
ing, under the absolute control 
of fate. This supposition, how- 
ever, isinconceivable. For the 
first of all beings must be abso- 
lutely supreme and above con; 
trol. The truth is, God was 
under no other than a moral ne- 
cessity of forming such a plan 
af things as he has formed.— 
God, being possessed of moral 
perfections, was morally obliged 
to choose what appeared to infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness to be 
best. His decrees, therefore, 
were absolutely free and volun- 
tary. They were the result of 
the counsel of his own will.— 
They flowed freely from his 
own heart. 

2. The decrees of God are 
eternal. God determined the 
end from the beginning, or from 
the foundation of the world, or 
from eternity. Hence his pur- 
pose is called his eternal pur- 
pose. It is as easy to conceive 
of God’s decreeing, choosing, 
or determining from eternity, as 
of his existing or knowing from 
eternity. And though it be of 
no importance to creatures whe- 
ther the socteas of God were 
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formed in time, or from eternity; 
yet this is a matter of import- 
ance to God, for his own bles- 
sedness depends upon his own 
decrees. If God, therefore, were 


completely blessed from cterni- | 





ty, itis certain, that his decrees 
were formed from eternity. 

3. God’s decrees are univer- 
sal. They comprise every 
thing. They respect every 
being, every object and every 
event, from the beginning of 
time to the end of time, and 
through the interminable ages 
of eternity. The smallest be- 
ings as well as the greatest, the 
smallest objects as well as the 
greatest, and the smallest 
events as well as the greatest, 
are all determined by the de- 
crees of God. They take in ev- 
ery thing that ever was, or ev- 
er will be. They leave nothing 
in the universe in a state of con- 
tingency. What is decreed 
shall take place, and what is not 
decreed shall not take place. 

4. The decrees of God are 
absolutely perfect. They fix, 
determine and ensure a scheme 
of things absolutely wkhout the 
least defect, one jot or tittle 
could not be altered for the bet- 
ter. When God formed his 
scheme, he was possessed of 
perfect knowledge, perfect wis- 
dom, perfect goodness ani per- 
fect power. He was able to 
discern, to choose and to exe- 
cute the most perfect plan— 
And this he did absolutely es- 
tablish from the beginning. 
God perfectly pleased himselfin 
his decrees ; and he always will 
be pleased with them. Accor- 
dingly he has declared the end 
from the beginning. He has’ 
told his creatures that he is of 
one miad, and without the least 








variableness or shadow of 
change. All his purposes are 
fixed, known and approved by 
himself. 

I now proceed, 

II. To show that the decrees 
of God display all his glory. 
Here I would observe, 

1. The glory of God really 
consists in his decrees. The 
glory of any moral agent con- 
sists in his purposes, intentions 
or designs. No being has more 
real glory, than consists in his 
designs. And every being ac 
tually has so much real glory as 
consists in his designs. The 
designs of a moral agent are the 
measure of his character. This 
istrue as to angels. Their glo- 
ry is their goodness. And their 
goodness is as great asthe good 
which they design and purpose 
todo. The real excellence and 
glory of a man is as great as 
the goodness of his intentions 
and designs. And so isthe gloe 
ry of God as great as the goods 
ness of his designs, purposes 
or decrees. As God has de- 
crecd what is wisest and best, 
his decrees display his supreme 
glory. 

2. Nothing short of the de- 
crees of God will display -his 
glory. His works of creation 
will not. Though these are nu- 
merous, great and complicated, 
yet they display no real glory 
aside from his designs. What- 
ever God might create, if he 
had no good purpose in creating 
the world, he had no glory in his 
works. His works of provi- 
dence will not display his glory. 
Though it be true, that God 
governs all things with his own 
hands ; though it be true that 
he carries the whole creation in 
the arms of his providence ; 
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and though it be true that he be- 

stows much happiness upon his 

creatures ; yet, after all, his prov- 

idence displays no glory, aside 

from his original, supreme and‘ 
ultimate end. If God had no 

good end in preserving and gov- 

erning all his creatures and all 

their actions, there would be no 

glory in divine providence. 

So the laws of God cannot 
display his glory aside from his 
decrees. Though they be holy, 
just and geod in their own na- 
ture ; yet they cannot display 
the glory of God aside from his 
design in giving them. As 
much good as God desires and 
designs to produce by. giving 
his Jaws to rational creatures, so 
much glory exists in giving 
‘these laws. 

And this is generally true’ 
with respect to the gospel.’ 
This can display no divine glo- 
Ty, aside from the ultimate de-’ 
sign of it. If it were not de- 
signed for good ; yea, if it were 


not originally designed for good, ' 


it must be a blemish, rather than. 
aglory inthe divine character 
and government. But, 

3. The decrees of God dis- 
play his whole character, and 
so display all his glory. 

They display his divinity. If 
he were not God, he could not 
form a complete scheme of con- 
duct and declare the end from 
the beginning; if he were not 
God, he could not form any de- 
sign but what might be frustra- 
ted. 

The decrees of God also dis- 
play his unity. The strongest 
argument in nature for the uni- 
ty of God is drawn from the ap- 
parent unity of design in the 
works of nature. If there were 
any being equal to God, he 
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would limit and contract his de- 
sign. Besides, the decrees of 
God display all his perfections. 
They display his power, his 
knowledge, his wisdom, his 
goodness, his truth, his justice, 
his mercy, his faithfulness and 
his sovereignty. The decrees 
of God will discover all his 
glory, that ever willbe discov- 
ered. 

In view of what has been 
said, it may be remarked, 

1. That there is no force in 
the common objection against 
preaching the doctrine of God’s 
decrees. The objection is, that 
the decrees of God can never 
be cleared up. But in the de- 
crees of God there is nothing 
toclear up. His decrees are 
perfect and glorious. The doc- 
trine of divine decrees is as 
plain as the truth of God’s ex- 
istence. When the decrees of 
God are truly and fully explain- 
ed, it appears that in his decrees 
there is no darkness nor diffi- 
culty. They are as holy, wise 
and good as God himself. 

2. To deny the decrees of 
God is virtually to deny his ex- 
istence. For separate the de- 
crees of God from his charac- 
ter,and he ceases to be God. 
Some say indeed, that the God 
of the Calvinists is not their 
God. But a God who has not 
fore-ordained, fer his own glory, 
whatsoever comes to pass, is 
not the God of the bible. They, 
who do not worship that God, 
‘whose counsel shall stand and 
who will do all his pleasure, 
working all things after the 
counsel of his own will, do not 
worship the living and true 
God. But they worship a crea- 
ture of their own imagination. 
They virtually deny the exis- 
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tence and reject the essential 
glory of the supreme being. 

3. All men are naturally en- 
emies to the true character of 
God; for all men actually op- 
pose his purposes which dis- 
play his true glory. Careless 
sinners oppose the doctrine, and 
so do awakened sinners and 
false professors. ‘ The carnal 
mind is enmity against God.” 
Yet, 

4. None can be saved with- 
out loving the decrees of God. 
None can love God without lov- 
ing his purposes. For these 
display his true and glorious 
character. They, who truly 
love God, love his decrees ; 
and they who oppose his de- 
crees oppose God himself. And 
unless they repent and love 
God and his holy purposes, 
they must perish with his ene- 
mies. 


a as oe 


Refle 


clions on a Triumphant 
Christian Death. 


T must be difficult for those 
who never experienced the 
Christian affections, to conceive 
on what grounds the dying be- 
liever can say, O death, where 
is thy sting ? O grave, where is 
thy victory? They have never 
felt the power there is in Jove, 
to cast out that fear of death, 
which must be common to men, 
until they experience the grace 
of God. Many real Christians, 
through the lowness of their 
graces, are ready to wonder at 
some instances of triumphant 
death, which they have witness- 
ed, and anxiously inquire how 
they may attain to a similar end. 
The following reflections may 
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not be unprofitable, either to 
saints or sinners. The grounds 
of a humble and confident hope 
in prospect of a speedy death, 
cannot be better expressed than 
they are by the apostle Paul, 
when under sentence of con- 
demnation, and expecting soon 
to suffer: “ For I know in 
whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep 
what I have committed to him 
against that day.” His confi- 
dence was in the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ, and a sa- 
tisfactory knowledge that he be: 
lieved in him. 

By what evidence doth the 
dying Christian know that he 
hath believed in Christ ? A re- 
velation from God in this mat- 
ter is not to be expected. What 
assurance he may impart direct- 
ly from himself, in some ex- 
traordinary instances, in a man- 
ner inconceivable by us, we do 
not know ; but if that be ever 
given, as is very doubtful, we 
have no right to expect it. Our 
hope in death must stand on the 
common Christian evidence, 
which is something we must 
find within ourselves. If there 
be not some evidence within the 
mind itself, we do not know of 
any on which we may expect to 
depend. 

The Christian knows he hath 
believed in Christ by the love he 
bears to his character. He ap- 
pears to him the chief among 
ten thousand and altogether 
lovely. The word of God speaks 
of a union to Christ, of being 
one with him, and this union 
contains both the title and the 
preparation fer eternal life. It 
is a covenant union, formed by 
faith, whereby he is accepted a’ 
a Saviour; it is also a mora! 
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union of love, of holy affections, 
and delight in the same things. 
There can be no confidential 
union of minds, without love. 
In the love a Christian bears to 
Christ, he is viewed in his whole 
glorious character, as holy,pure, 
good, gracious, just, true and 
righteous altogether. As man, 
altogether good—as God, alto- 
gether glorious—as Mediater, 
all-sufficient and faithful. These 
glorious perfections of his cha- 
racter are infinite, ever in exer- 
cise, over all his works. He is 
ever faithful to those who have 
trusted their souls in his hand. 
All the moral glories of his 
nature and character, are matter 
of delight to the Christian, when 
he considers them; so that he 
neither wishes, nor can con: 
ceive a more excellent friend ; 
excellent for what he is,as much 
as for what he does in the re- 
‘demption of men. 

Further, A Christian knows 
he hath believed in Christ, by 
the love he hath to his laws, 
and his own satisfaction in obe- 
dience. He-can say, Oh, how I 
love thy law, itis daily my de- 
light ! The commandment ap- 
pears holy, just and good. It 
hath been his delight in medita- 
tion ; all its precepts appear to 
him excellent, all the duties it 
enjoins, pleasurable ; all its re- 
straints, wise; the things which 
it forbids, such as are destruc- 
tive to the glory of God and the 
good of creatures. He wishes 
no other rule of duty, nor hath 
adesire to have it changed in 
any respect. The character 
which the commandment gives 
of God, he knows to be the 
most glorious, the most worthy 
‘of adoration, and of eternal 
Praise. The things with which 





Reflections on the Death of a Christian: 





6h 


he is displeased in himself, are 
what the law forbids; those 
which he opposes, are the duties 
it requires. 

The Christian knows that he 
hath believed in Christ from his 
delight in the divine govern- 
ment. In the midst of the chan- 
ging scenes in time, it hath 
been his consolation, that there 
is a kingdom, and a king on the 
throne to direct all events in 
wisdom ; so that evil, confusion 
and ignorance cannot finally tri- 
umph. This kingdom appears 
to him most glorious, because it 
is built in righteousness, truth 
and goodness. It hath been his 
chief desire to belong to this 
kingdom and observe all its or- 
dinances. 

The Christian knows he hath 
believed in Christ, from the sub- 
mission he hath felt under afflic- 
tive providences. Considering 
them as divinely appointed, it 
hath been the language of his 
heart, “ though he slay me, yet 
will I trust in him.” 

He knows he hath believed, 
from the consolation he hath 
found in committing his soul to 
the care of the Lord—He hath 
felt himself a sinner, helpless 
by his own strength, hopeless: 
by his own righteousness, with- 
out a good for present satisfac- 
tion, or a hope on which he 
could rely for acceptance before 
God. Having looked to Christ, 
and committed himself into his 
hand, he hath found the burden 
of guilt departing, and a peace 
never experienced before, diffu- 
sing through his soul. 

He knows he hath believed, 
from the purifying effects of the 
gospel on hisown heart. Once 
his supreme delight was in such 
interests as the world contains ; 


































































































































































































in such pursuits as the law of 
God forbids ; in such pleasures 
as are sensual; but now. bis 
purest pleasure is in serving the 
Lord, in the duties of religion, 
and meditating on his holy na- 
ture and just government. 

All these things are known to 
be the fruits of faith, therefore, 
he confidently can say, “ I know 
in whom I have believed.” 

While in the exercise of this 
confidence, he is deeply hum- 
bled within himself, that his 
faith and other graces have been 
so weaklyexercised ; that he hath 


done so little for the honor of} 


God and the advancement of his 
kingdom in the werld. He sees 
in himself many sins and great 
defects in duty, by which he is 
wholly unworthy of that grace, 
which is his dependence. If 
God had not invited the chief of | 
repenting sinners, to look to 
him for salvation, he could not 
expect to be accepted ; but the 
freedom and the fulness of di- 
vine grace make his hopes 
strong. On these grounds he 
knows that he hath believed. 

He is persuaded, without a 
doubt, that Christ is able to 
keep that, which he hath com- 
mitted to him. 

He is persuaded of Christ’s 
sufficiency to purchase all he 
needed. If there be any doubt 
in this point, it must of course 
weaken his hope. Although 
he knows himself a sinner deserv- 
ing of everlasting punishment ; 
although he is convinced the 
law did condemn him, and must 
be honored befcre forgiveness 
is possible ; he sees that, in the 
character and sufferings of 
Christ, which must be suffi- 
cient to redeem, Ali the pev- 
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his law is made very honorable, 
the moral rights of his gov- 
ernment are sustained in all 
their dignity ; effectual means 
are provided by the purchase 
of the Spirit, for recovering 
the sinner from his evil 
nature and practice. God is 
good, and hath no delight in 
the death of him that dieth, 
which is manifested by his 
word, and all his dealings with 
the children of men; so that 
he is persuaded of Christ’s 
sufficiency to purchase all that 
sinful men can need, for their 
deliverance from a state of 
Misery, into a life of glory ever- 
lasting. ‘The divinity of his 
character gives an infinite val- 
ue to the price of ransom he 
hath paid. 

He is persuaded, that Christ 
hath ability or power to keep 
what he hath committed to 
him. The thing, he hath 
committed, is all that is dear; 
it is himself, both body and 
spirit ; all his blessedness and 
safety ; all his hopes to avoid 
evil and enjoy good, both for 
time and eternity. This com- 
mitting of himself, includes a 
consecration to the service of 
the Lord Redeemer ; taking 
him as a Lord, a patron, a pro- 
tector for ever. 

A belief of the true and 
proper divinity of Jesus Christ, 
as God, possessed of all di- 
vine perfections in fulness, 
seems to be necessary for a 
tull confidence in his ability to 
save. ‘The question of the 
true and proper divinity of 
Christ, is not one of useless 
speculation, in our theological 
inquiries ; for it immediately 
effects the whole structure ot 





fections of God are gioiified ; 





the Christian scheme of doc- 
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trine. If Christ be not a di- 
vine person, there cannot be 
an infinite value in the atone- 
ment he hath made for sin; 
if he be not divine, but a crea- 
ture, however dignified it may 
be, he cannot have all power 
to save, to forgive sin, to keep 
his people under every possible 
circumstance. The Chris- 
tian sees that a mere creature 
Saviour, although much ex- 
alted above men, is not able 
to do all for him, which he 
needs. But when he is viewed 
as God, it becomes certain, 
beyond a doubt, that he can 
keep what is committed to 
him. Therecan be no evil, be- 
yond his power, wisdom and 
knowledge to repel ; no enemy 
from abroad, no weakness in 
the Christian himself which 
he cannot effectually overcome ; 
no stain of guilt so deep, 
which his blood will not wash 
away. 

With such views of Christ 
and feelings towards him, 
as have been described, we will 
now bring the Christian within 
sight of his dying hour, and in 
solemn review of his state. 
His meditations, when examin- 
ing himself, must be like the 
following :———“ I know myself 
approaching the solemn hour, 
when my judgment for eternity 
must be passed. I am con- 
scious of being a sinner, for I 
have broken all the laws of God ; 
so that if grace doth not pre- 
vent, my state must be wretch- 
ed forever. I have never per- 
formed a duty but what needed 
for its imperfections and ming- 
led sin, to be cleansed in the 
blood of Christ. If I aim saved, 
it must be grace, sovereign, 
wndeserved, rich grace that re- 
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mits my guilt, and accepts me 
to life. Though guilty, I hum- 
bly hope, that Christ will be 
my Saviour. Whether he 
saves me or not, I have seen 
him to be a lovely Redeemer. 
I have beheld the beauties of 
the man, the glories of the 
God ! Whether he saves me or 
not, he isto my heart the chief 
among ten thousand, and alto- 
gether fovely ! Although I have 
broken his laws, I love them ; 
and desire, through an eternal 
existence, to be bound by no 
other. I love his government, 
his universal providence. He 
never appeared so faithful, so 
worthy of my love, so fit to 
have the care of my soul, as 
when he was cleansing me of 
sin and quickening me in duty 
by his corrections. Inthe du- 
ties he requires of me, I have 


found satisfaction infinitely su- 


perior to what the world and 
sense can give. ll here be- 
low is unsatisfactory, a shadow 
in duration, a delusion in the 
enjoyment. I have, with the 
most solemn vows, with the 
most ardent affection, given up 
myself to be his for ever. If I 
may serve him, it is all the 
blessedness, all the glory I 
wish. If I may see but few of 
the beams, which shine from 
his face, it will be all my un- 
derstanding or my heart can 
receive. If he will accept me 
to be smaller than the smallest 
of his servants, it will be a suf- 
ficient heaven. Before him, I 
will plead nothing but his mer- 
cy, his glory, and my own 
wretchedness, if I may not serve 
and love him. If it should be, 


that I must go away from before 
his face, I shall still carry with 
me the consolation, that he is 
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the omnipresent God ; and I will 
think of him, I will try to wor- 
ship, although in the company 
of those who blaspheme. No! 
He will not thrust me away, for 
he isthe true God, and hath 
said, that he who mourneth for 
sin shall find favor ; and it is a 
part of my pleasure, that I may 
mourn, and loathe myself for 
what I have been. He is able 
to keep what I have committed 
to him, until the moment of 
final redemption. In contem- 
plation on his power and grace, 
death and the grave have lost 
their terrors, In this my Re- 
deemer, I see not merely the 
man Christ Jesus, as he ap- 
peared in his agonies on the 
cross, to purchase grace for sin- 
ners ;_ but the infinite God in all 
his majesty of perfection; so 
that none can take me out of 
his hand.” These are some 
of the views, which sustain a 
Christian as death approaches, 
and divest it of its terrors. 
Something like this, hath sup- 
ported thousands of repenting 
sinners, who had received the 
faith and hope of the gospel ; 
something similar must be 
found in all Christians, as a 
preparation to meet death with 
fortitude. Whoever hath this 
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temper, though the change be 
in its own nature, a lonely, a 
gloomy, and perhaps a pain- 
ful one for a short season, need 
not before the time, afflict him- 
self with fear. If any have this 
faith and this love, it will make 
them strong in the hour of de- 
parture, and they shall find by 
experience, that our Lord hath 
overcome death, ‘That he can 
make the most feeble of his chil- 
dren, who cannot of themselves 
stand before the moth, undaun- 
ted in the change, before which 
the most proud, unsanctified 
soul will tremble. Deathis the 
dread of man ; it must remain 
so, until its sting is drawn by 
the Christian temper. When 
it is thus extracted, death is on- 
ly the middle wall of partition 
between earth and _ heaven, 
which hides the brightness of 
the Saviour’sface from the sight 
of his beloved. To the Chris- 
tian, it destroys the body, per- 
ishable in its nature, that it may 
give a new life to the ascend- 
ing spirit ; a life of perfection, 
alife delivered from every clog 
of sense, a life of knowledge 
unclouded, of sweet commun- 
ion with every pure spirit, and 
of praise never to cease around 
the throne of glory. 
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January 1. To Rev. Joseph Avery, 
March 12, Rev. David H. WwW, 
June 11. 
12. 
21. 
Sept. 14. 


October 4, 
Nov. A, 
Dec. 4, 


Rev. Joseph Avery, 
Rev. John Spencer, 
Rev. James Boyd, 


illiston, 
Rev. Jonathan Hovey, 
Rev. Simeon Parmele, 


$ 350 
20 75 
5 78 
42 28 
1 60 
16 25 

6 


Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, 8 
Rey, Joel T. Benedict, 
Rev, Abraham Scott, 


39 16 
19 68 


meee | 6.) 
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Missionary Funds. 


Sundry Donations, viz. 









January 9. From Silas Parsons, N.H. | g 5 
— yee Warren, Farmington, . 
10. young Lady, f 
- Sedemin Beecher, 20 
A Friend of Missions, 1 
11. Afemale Do. Torrington, 45 
June ill. Do. Do. Middle oy | 
Rev. Jonathan Hovey, 2 22 
Rev. William Graves, 1 
——45 23 
Avails of Books, viz. 
March 11. Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, 9 
Dec. 31, Interest on Notes and Bonds, 1506 92 ™ 
% 1724 14 
te 
NO. 2. 


Disbursements by order of the Trusteas. 


To Missionaries, viz. 


1. Rev. Joseph Avery, 
22. Rev. John Field, 
28. Rev. Simeon Parmele, 
30. Mr. Henry Frost, 
February 2. Rev. Joshua Beer, 
Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, 
Rev. John Spencer, 
11. Rev. Abraham Scott, 


New-York, 

New Connecticut, 
Vermont, 
New-York, 

New Connecticut, 


do. 
New-York, 


New Connecticut, &c. 


25. Rev. David H. Williston, ‘Vermont, 


‘March 2.:Rev.James Boyd, 
Rey. David H. 
22. Rev. Lucas Hart, 
29. Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, 
9. Rev. Giles H. Cowles 
10. Rev. Jonathan Hovey, 
Rev. William Graves, 
Rev. Thomas Barr, 
ae oe et 
ev. John Spencer, 
‘97. Mr. Henry Frost, 
80. Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, 
June 1. Rev. Salmon King, 
12. Rev. Simeon Parmele, 
21. Rev. Joseph Avery, 
28. Rev. Joel T. Benedict, 
July 8. Rev. James Boyd, 
29. Rev. Nathan 
Rev. Joshua Beer, 
August 28. Rev. John Field, 
Rev. Joshua Beer, 


April 


Vou. V. NO. 2. 


12. Rev. Joseph Avery: 
illiston, 


Derrow, 


New Connecticut, 

New-York, 

Vermont, 

Pennsylvania, 

New — ticut, 
0. 


Vermont, 
New-York, 
New. Connecticut, 


Os 
New-York, 
O. 
New Connecticut, 
Vermont, : 
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Sept. 9. Rev. John Spencer, New-York, 
Rev. James Boyd, New Connecticut, 


13. Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, do, 
26. Rev. John Seward, do. 
October 4 Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury,Pennsylvania, 
8. Rev. George Colton, do. 
Nov. 4. Rev. Joel T. Benedict, New-York, 
19. Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, New Connecticut, 
Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, do. 
Dec. 9. Rev. Abraham Scott, do. 
Rev. Joel T. Benedict, New-York, 





i) Ee 


Other Expenses in the course of the year, viz 


For eager ag the New Settlements, binding 
boxes Books, packing and transportation of 
rent of a room for the Book Committee. 
) © For Salary to the Treasurer, 
Do. Auditor and Secretary, 
Printing, Stationary, and Postage, 
Katertaining the Trustees, 
¥ 2976 59 
ieee 


No. 3. 


Treasurer’s Account Current. 


Dr. ‘The Missionary Society of Connecticut, in Account Curren 
a 2B ‘ _ wr 3 Kingsbury, as their Treasurer. ne Cr. 
o Cash paid by r By Balance in favor of th 
the Committee, as per Society, Jan. 1, 1811 " 28017 44 
en, No. 2. - - 2976 59/| By Donations, Interest, 8c. 
ance, carried to credit | @$ per Statement, No.1. 1724 14 
ef new Account, - - 26764 99 


$ 29741 58 


¥ 29741 58 
meant, 


==aieeees|| By Balance of the above 
Acct. all belonging to 
permanent Fund, - ¢ 26764 99 








A. KINGSBURY, Treasurer to M. S. of Con. 
ABEL FLINT, Auditor. 


Hartford, January 1, 1812. 
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67 
A particular List of the Contributions received in the New Settlements, 


contained in the General Statement, No. 1. 





To Rev. Joseph Av in the 
State of New-York. : 

At Qswego Village, 1 50 
Pompey, 2 
Oswego Village, 1 60 

$5 10 





To Rev. David H. Williston, 


in Vermont. 





At Walden, 5 
Coventry, 495 
Brownington, 3 62 
Of — Cogswell, Wor- : 
Stents,“ 
aVirS. ay’ ) ° 
Ebenezer Bacon, do. 0 50 
Jacob Bliss, do. 0 50 
Luther Bacon, do. 0 25 
N. Lyon, Craftsbury, 1 10 
ThomasAustin, Worthington,1 
Selah Wells, Mansfield, 0 83 
| % 20 75 

To Rev. Jonathan Hovey, in 
Vermont. — 

At Burk, § 28 


Of S. B. Goodhue, Esq. 








To Rev. Simeon Parmele, in 
Vermont and New-York. 


At Hopkinton, 5 05 
Stockholm, 2 75 
Plattsburgh, 12 58 
‘Canton, 0 60 
Sheldon, 4 
Colchester, 2 60 
‘St. Albans, 4 65 

‘Of a friend of Missions,Madrid,1__ 

Do. do. 0 25 

Do. Potsdam, 1 
Do. do. 0 50 
Do. Chazy, 1 
Do. ‘Canton, 0 50 
Do. Constable, 1 
Do. do. 0 55 
Do. Bakersfield, 0 25 
Do Plattsburgh, 1 
‘Col. Haseltine, Bakersfield, 1 
Jeremiah Pratt, do. 1 
Capt. Cochran, do. 1 





% 42 28 

















To Rev. John Spencer, in New- 
York and Pennsylvania. 

At Chetaughque, 8 
Warsaw, 1 95 

1 58 
Willink, 2 25 
No. 6. Range 6, 1 47 
Of Alex. Lowrie, N. E. Penn. 1 
% 16 25 
) To Rev. James at Can- 
ton, Tmo ery srs 
To Rev. Ebenezer Ki > 
in New-York and Pennsy 
a. 

ae 4 org 2 
Colburn "998 
Mrs.’Gore, 0 25 
Mr. Gregory, ; 0 25 

a friend of Missions, N.Y. 1 
Do. Penn. 1 2 

afemale Do. do. 2 
¥% 8 00 

To Rev. Joel T. Benedict, in 
New-York. 

At the Cook house, 493 
Cole settlement, 493 
Aquaga, 12 97 
Green, 1 95 

isle, 6 34 
Meredith, 480 

Of a Friend at Walton, 2 
two Ladies, Aq 0 75 
a Friend, Cole se ent, 050 

$ 39 16 





To Rev. Abraham Scott, Ohio. 
At Yellow Creek, Jefferson 


Denial Portage, d Tag 
Os 1 

In Jefferson, ‘ do. 10 58 
Tuscarawas, do 1 
Belmont, do 6 

$ 19 68 


| 
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Donations of Books to the Society. 


From a Friend of Missions, 2950 Beectier’s Sermon on the Divine Gov- 
From the Author, 48 _Ditt 

rom the Author, itto. 
From Rev. Dr. Strong, of Hartford, 60° Hartford Selection of Hymns; 
From a Friend of Missions, 50 Religious Tracts. 
From Rev. Dr. Trumbull, 12 Bibles. ; : 
From Mr. Henry Sherman, 12 Certainty of Christ’s Resurrection. 


Books sent to the New Settlements, in the course of the year. 


909 Emerson’s Evangelical Primer. 
486 Religious Tracts. 
436 Beecher’s Sermon on the Divine Government. 
271 Missionary Narratives, 
200 tra of Christian Doctrines. 
177 Watts’ Divine Songs. 
172 New-Haven Religious Tracts. 
100 Proof Catechisms. 
100 Porter’s Sermon on Intemperanee. 
85 Numbers Con. Evan. Mag. & Rel. Intel. 
62 Hartford Selection of Hymns. 
$7 Vols. Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. 
56 Comstock’s Essays. 
30 Trumbull on Divine Revelation. 
30 Poetica! Address to a Deist. 
26 Panoplists. 
21 Vols. Con. Evan. Mag. & Rel. Intel. 
18 Dwight’s Psalms and Hymns. 
12 Emmons on Baptism. 
12 Henry on Prayer. 
12 Trumbull on 
12 Bibles. 
9 Revival of Religion on Long-Island. 
1 M‘Clure’s Sermons. 


venanting. 


3294 
19164 Sent in preceding years. 


— — ~~ 


22458 Total number of Books sent to the New Settlemenst. 


—et 5s 


Religious Intelligence. 


SwEDEN. 


Extract from the Report of the 
Commutiee of the Evangelical 
Sociely of Sweden. 


Your Committee have found 
that their plan of printing and 
distributing short Religious 
Tracts has eminently promoted 
the pious object just mention- 





ed ; and therefore, in the name 
of Christ, they call upon all the 
friends of religion to encourage 
this great mean of saving per- 
ishing souls. 

Your Committee do not pre- 
tend to deny, that, time after 
time, various publications come 
from the press upon religious 
subjects ; but experience de- 
monstrates that these books or 
pamphlets are, for the greater 
part, of no use to the public; 
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remaining unsold in the book- 
sellers’ shops, either on account 
of their costly price, or because 
no plan has been established 
adequate for circulating them 
abroad. And it is under this 
consideration, that your Com- 
mitte look with peculiar satis- 
faction at the happy effects of 
the plan adepted by your So- 
ciety, which far and near dis- 
tributes gratuitously, or offers 
for sale at a very small expense, 
short and interesting Tracts of 
a religious and edifying descrip- 
tion. Your Committee are per- 
suaded that the Evangelical So- 
ciety and its friends entirely 
agree with themselves, that it is 
impossible to do too much in so 
good a cause. 

It was such considerations 
as your Committee have now 
submitted to you, that first gave 
birth to the Evangelical Society 
of Sweden, when inthe spring 
of the year 1808, some persons 
resident in Stockholm deter- 
mined to putin execution the 
anxious wish which had for 
some time engaged much of 
their attention and concern, viz. 
To procufe, by means of short 
Tracts, an extensive circulation 
in this country of the heavenly 
doctrines of salvation by faith in 
Christ, and holiness of life. 
Having formed the plan, they 
set it a going by their individual 
means, in full assurance that 
the lovers of Jesus, in all quar- 
ters, would contribute their 
mite towards its extension, till 
all the poor of the land should 
become rich in grace and in the 
knowledge of him who died 
for them. 

This undertaking soon found 
many friends, and a benevolent 
pupport among the lovers of 


Religious Tract Society of Sweden. 
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Christianity, both at home and 


abroad : but from none so much, 


and from none soliberally,asaSo- 


ciety established in London, hav- 


ing the same views for England, 
and denominated the Religious 


Tract Society. Several individ- 


uals also of England and Scot- 


land, have testified, by. distinct 


Subscriptions, that the love of 
souls, in the hearts of Christians, 
like the Source from which it 
springs, knows nothing of gec- 
graphical boundaries. 

By the end of the year 1908, 
a distribution had already been 
made of almost 100,000 Tracts 
among the laboring poor, the 
soldiers, and sailors ; but more 
particular attention had been 
paid to supply well the nume- 
rous hospitals and occasional pla- 
ces of refuge for the sick, which 
the ravages of wide-spreading 
commotions had made necessa- 
ry, both in the capital and in 
other towns of the kingdom : 
and the Society will learn with 
pleasure, that their Tracts have 
afforded great comfort to many 
suffering individuals, and pro- 
ved a great blessing to them. 

Your Committee have prin- 
ted nine different Tracts in the 
Swedish language, and one in 
the Finland language. 

Of these publications, one 
hundred thirty-five thousand 
nine hundred and forty-eight 
have been distributed in the 
course of the year 1808, and 
1809, for the most part gratis. 

Your Committee, in closing 
this short Report, have to ex- 
press their anxious wish, that 
every one, high or low, who 
loves the Word of God, will 
contemplate the necessity and 
duty of becoming a useful la- 
borer in the Lord’s Vineyard. 
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Under a sense, however, of our 
own weakness, we cannot but 
truly acknowledge “ that it is 
not of him that planteth, nor of 
him that watereth, but of the 
Lord only that giveth the in- 
crease.” Still we are assured, 
by the Word of God, that who- 
soever, in true faith and reliance 
on the merits of the Son of 
God, shaN bear much fruit, 
may look for that happy day 
when “ both he that soweth and 
he that reapeth may rejoice to- 
gether” eternally, in the pre- 
sence of the Lord of the har- 
vest. 


a 
Russia. 


he ing Letter shows the 
Ths Aiesiet ici See He 


Russu. 


Moscow, Dec. 11, M. S. 1809. 
Dear Sir, 

I RECEIVED your most agreea- 
ble letter of the 10th Nov. with 
great pleasure ; and I rejoice not 
a little to see that the benevolent 
Society for publishing Religious 
Tracts are thinking of extend- 
ing their laudable attempts to 
this part of the world. The 
Divine blessing which has ac- 
companied their labors in Great 
Britain, has no doubt convinced 
them of the propriety of making 
similar exertions for ‘ promo- 
ting Evangelical knowledge and 
holiness” in a nation like this, 
where thick cloulds of error and 
superstition surround genuine 
‘Christianity, and where immo- 
‘ality and ungodliness in every 
shape abound. I shall account 
myself very happy indeed, if, 
while I remain -here, I may be 
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thought capable of furthering 
the attempts of the Society in 
regard to publishing and distri. 
buting their Religious Tracts, 
To this end I have drawn up 
the following particulars, in re- 
gard to the present state of 
religion among the different 
sects of Christians in Moscow, 
in order that the members of 
the Society may be more capa- 
ble of judging in regard to the 
sort of Tracts which are proper 
for publication in this city. 

I. The Clergy in this place 
belonging to the Greek Church, 
are very numerous ; many of 
them are well behaved, and 
really learned men; yet, they 
are by no means so liberal- 
minded towards other classes 
of Christians as might be ex- 
pected from men of cultivated 
understandings. On the con- 
trary they are jedlous to the ut- 
most degree of every innovation 
in their religion, or any thing 


| tending thereto, and make it 


their study to keep the people 
bound up in ignorance and su- 
perstition. ’ 

II. The Nobility of Russia 
live in the midst of ldxury and 
ungodliness ; and the most of 
them, in regard to religion, are 
free-thinkers. The high de- 
gree to which infidelity has aris- 
en among them, is indeed la- 
mentable. The repute in which 
the language and manners of 
the French are held, together 
with the multitude of ungodly 
publications in that language, 
whtich are so much beloved by 
the nobility, have tended not a 
little to bring about this corrup- 
tion in morals and disregard uf 
religion. The education of 
their offspring too is in general 
whoily committed to Frenck 
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Governors and Governesses, 
most part of whom are the 
enemies of Christianity, and in- 
stead of impressing the minds 
of their pupils with a sense of 
the Dvine Presence, or convin- 
cing them of their need of a 
Saviour, they teach them to 
make game of religion and its 
professors, yea, to contemn God, 
neglect their own souls, and 
seek happiness alone in the 
things of this wold. 


JiI. The mercantile class of 
people in this city is large.— 
They hold closely to the Greek 
Church, and follow the customs 
of their fathers, that is, in re- 
gard to religion, clothing, and 
manner of living. In general, 
they know how to read and 
write their own language, and 
are in their own estimate, reli- 
gious: but, of all the men I 
ever met with, they are most 
given to fraud in their dealings. 
Russians in general, however, 
are very prone to cheat and de- 
ceive. 

IV. The lower classes of the 
people are mostly all in a state 
of slavery. They are ignorant, 
and superstitious ; and the 
priests and their masters study 
to hold them in their present 
lamentable condition. Infideli- 
ty among the rich, unjust deal- 
ing among the merchants, and 
drunkenness among the lower 
classes, are the sins that most 
abound among the Russians. 

Black as the above particulars 
aré, they will become doubly so, 
when we take into the account 
the volumes of error with which 
in this place the religion of 
Jesus is mixed. For the pres- 
ent, however, it is impossible to 
attack these errors in doctrine ; 
and all that can be done is to 
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print and distribute such Tracts 
as are calculated to lead men to 
reflection about the state of their 
souls, and to point out Jesus as 
the only Saviour. 


ee 


New Soutn WALEs, 


Botany Bay. 


Letrers, dated November,. 
1810, have been recently recei- 
ved from the Rev. S. Marsden, 
the indefatigable and excellent 
senior chaplain of the colony at 
New South Wales. From these 
}it appears, that the influence of 
religion is operating powerfully 
in checking the profligacy and 
wickedness which has hitherto 
prevailed in that colony. Some 
remarkable instances of conver- 
sion had taken place among Ro- 
man Catholics, and others, who 
seemed the most unlikely to pro- 
fit by religious instruction ; and 
who had, for months before the 
letters were sent off, conducted 
themselves in a manner which 
was consistent with their pro- 
fessions. The other clergymen, 
and the school masters, who went 
over with Mr. Marsden, are ac- 
tively and usefully employed. 
Ali the children in the colony, 
who are old enough to attend 
the schools, are now receiving 
religious instruction, as well as 
instruction in the rudiments of 
other branches of useful know- 
ledge. One school of an hun- 
dred children is established near 
Mr. Marsden’s residence, in or- 
der that he may himself super- 
intend the religious education 
of those children. At the time 


the letters left Botany Bay, Mr. 
Marsden had with him Duater- 





ra, and two other New Zealand 
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chiefs; through whose means 
che hopes to be able, ere long, to 
introduce the knowledge of 


‘Christianity among the New. 


Zealanders. 


—_-- 


To the Editor of the Christian 
‘Observer. 


Preruars you may gratify 
-your correspondent Orozo, as 
well as many of your readers, 
by the insertion of the follow- 
ing account of the Wahabies, 
or Vahabies, of whom very lit- 
‘tle is known in England ; it is 
‘taken from the travels of Mirza 
Abu Taleb Khan, lately transla- 
ted from the Persian, and writ- 
‘ten in the year 1803. 

THEOGNIS. 


During my residence at 
‘Kerbela, I endeavored to collect 
vas much information respecting 


-the-laws and religion of the Va- 
habies as I could procure. I 
Jearned, that the founder of this 
sect ‘was named Add al Veha 
(‘The Servant of the Bestower 
ofall Benefits’). He was born 
in the neighborhood of Hilla, 
von the banks of the Euphrates, 
-but brought upas an adopted 
‘son, by a person of some con- 
usequence, named Ibrahim, in 
the district of Nejid. During 
his youth, he was considered as 
superior to all his contempora- 
ries, ‘for his ready wit, penetra- 
tion, and retentive memory. 
He : was -also of .a very liberal 
disposition ;. and whenever he 
‘received -any ‘money from his 
patron, he distributed it imme- 
diately amongst his inferiors. 
After having acquired the com- 
mon principles of education, 
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and a little knowledge of the 
law, he travelled to Ispahan, 
late the capital of Persia, where 
he studied for some time, un- 
der the most celebrated masters 
of that city. Hethen travelled 
to Khorassan, and ‘thence to 
Ghizni ; whence he proceeded 
to Irac ; and, after sojourning 
there some time, he returned 
home. About the year of the 
Hejira 1171 (A. D. 1757—8), 
he began to publish his new 
doctrines. At first, the funda- 
mental principles of his reli- 
gion were the same as those of 
the celebrated Imam Abu Han- 
ifa, but.in his exposition of the 
text he differed considerably. 
After a short-time, he drew his 
neck from the collar of -subser- 
viency, and promulgated dot- 
trines entirely new. He accu- 
sed the whole Mohammedan 
church of being associators 
(giving partners to God), infi- 
dels, and idolaters. «He even 
accused them of being. worse 
than idolaters, ‘ For these,’ said 
he, .¢in the time of any calami- 
ty, forsake their idols, and ad- 
dress their prayers directly to 
God ; but the Mussulmans, in 
their greatest distress, never go 
beyond Mohammed, or Aly, 
or some of the saints. ‘The 
common people, who worship 
at the tombs of the prophet 
and his descendants, and -who 
solicit these persons to be their 
mediators with God, are, in 
fact, guilty of idolatry daily : 
for no nation was ever so stupid 
as to address an image as their 
God, but merely as the repre- 
sentation of one of! his attri- 
butes, or of one of their ‘inter- 
cessors with the Deity. Thus 
the Jews and Christians, wha 
have ‘pictures -and images of 
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Moses, and of Jesus Christ, 
pever associate them with God, 
but occasionally address their 
prayers to them as mediators.’ 
By these arguments, he by de- 
grees collected a number of 
followers, and proceeded to 
plunder and destroy. the tombs 
and shrines of the prophet, and 
of all the saints. By these 
means he acquired much wealth 
and fame, and, preyious to his 
death, was possessed of great 
power and authority. He was 
succeeded by his son Moham- 
med, who, being blind, remains 
always at home, and has assum- 
ed the title of Imam, and su- 
preme pontiff of their religion. 
He employs, as his deputy, a 
person named Abdal Aziz, who 
was an adopted brother of his 
father, and who is of an im- 
mense stature, with a most 
powerful voice. This man is 
eighty years of age, but retains 
all the vigor of youth, and pre- 
dicts that he shall not die till 
the Vahaby religion is perfectly 
established all over Arabia. 
This person waits on Moham- 
med twice every week, and 
consults with him on all points 
of religion, and receives his or- 
ders for detaching armies to dif- 
ferent quarters. Their power 
and influence is so much increa- 
sed, that all Arabia may be said 
to be in subjection to them ; 
and their followers have such 
reverence for them, that, when 
going into battle, they solicit 
passports to the porters at the 
gates of Paradise, which they 
suspend round their necks, and 
then advance against the enemy 
with the greatest confidence. 

* Although the Vahabies 
have collected immense wealth, 
toey still retain the greatest 
Vou. V. NO. 2. 
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simplicity of manners, and 
moderation in their desires. 
They sit down on the ground 
without ceremony, content 
themselves with a few dates for 
their food, and a coarse large 
cloak serves them for cloathing 
and bed for two or three years. 
Their horses are of the genu- 
ine Nejid breed, of well known 
pedigrees ; none of which will 
they permit tou be taken out of 
the country. Except the ci- 
ties of Muscat, Mecca, and 
Medineh, the Vahabies are in 
possession of all Arabia. For 
many years they refrained from 
attacking the holy cities: first, 
on account of their respect for 
the house of God ; and, second- 
ly, fron, their attachment to 
the shereef of Mecca, who pro- 
fessed to be of their religion ; 
thirdly, they derjved much 
emolument from the pilgrims 
who passed through their do- 
minions. But lately, at the in- 
stigation of the Turks, Abd. al 
Aziz sent a large army under 
the command of his son Saoud, 
into the sacred territory, who, 
after burning and laying waste 
the country, entered Mecca, 
and broke down many of. the 
tombs and shrines ; after which 
he proceeded to Jedda, and laid 
siege to it. The shereef im- 
mediately took refuge on board 
a ship anchored in the Red Sea; 
and the people of the town, 
having agreed to paya large 
sum of money, the Vahabies 
proceeded to Oman. Soon af- 
ter their arrival in that prov- 
ince, they were joined by a 
brother of the Sultan of Muscat, 
who embraced the Vahaby re- 
ligion, and assumed the title of 
Imamal Mussulmeen (Pontiff 
of the Mossulmans), and soon 
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compelled all the inhabitants of 
the open country to follow his 
example, and embrace the new 
faith. They have, in conse- 
quence, thrown off their alle- 
giance to the Sultan, whose au- 
thority is now limited to the ci- 
ty of Muscat and its environs. 
The Vahabies have lately con- 
quered the tribe of Outab, who 
are celebrated for their skill in 
the art of ship-building, and of 
navigation, and have already 
commenced. to form a maritime 
force. Whenever they have ef- 
fected this point, they will soon 
be masters of Bussoray after 
which, they will easily capture 
Bagdad : and I have no doubt, 
but that in afew years, they 
will be tothe gates of Con- 
stantinople. They have late- 
ly had the assurance to write to 
both the Turkish emperor and 
the king of Persia, inviling 
them to embrace their religion. 

“ The following is a copy of | i 


the letter of their general, or 
vicegerent, to the king of Per- 
sia. 

“¢ We fly unto God for re- 
fuge against the accursed Sa- 


tan. In the name of God,— 
the compassionate—the merci- 
ful. 

“¢ From Abd al Aziz, chief 
of the Mussulmans, to Futteh 
Aly Shah, king of Persia. 

«“¢Since the death of the 
prophet Mohammed, son of 
Abd Allah, polytheism and idol- 
atry have been promulgated 
amongst his followers. For in- 
stance ; at Nejif and Kerbela, 
the people fall down and wor- 
ship the tombs and shrines, 
which are made of earth and 
Stone, and address their sup- 
plications and prayers tothe per- 
sons contained therein. As it 
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is evident to me, the least of the 
servants of God, that such prac- 
tices cannot be agreeable to our 
lords, Aly and Hussein, I have 
used every exertion to purify 
our holy religion from these 
vile superstitions, and, by the 
blessing of-God, have long since 
eradicated these pollutions from. 
the territority of Nejid, and the 
greater part of Arabia ; but the 
attendants on the mausolea, and 
the inhabitants of Nejif, being 
blinded by covetousness and 
worldly interest, encouraged 
the people to a continuation of 
these practices, and would not 
comply with my exhortations : 
I therefore sent an army of the 
faithful (as you may have heard), 
to punish them according to 
their deserts. If the people of 
-Persia are addicted to these su- 
perstitions, let them quickly re- 
pent ; for whosoever is guilty 
of idolatry and polytheism shall, 
in like manner, be punished. 

“¢ Peace be to him who 
obeys this direction.’ ” 


a 
BENGAL. 


Extracts from the 2\st Number 
of the Periodical Account of the 
Baptist Missions in India. 


Knisunoo, the first native 
convert, was baptized on the 
28th December, 1800. Since 
that time, 158 persons, of 
whom the greater part were na- 
tives, have been baptized at Se- 
rampfore and Calcutta; 25 of 
these in 1809. At Cutwa, four 
natives have been baptized ; 
and a number of the military at 
Berhampore have joined the 
Baptist church ; at Goamalty, 
| four natives have also been bap- 
tized ; at Sadamah’l, six; and 
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at Jessore upwards of 20, al- 
most all inthe course of the 
year 1809. 


i 


INDIA. 


Tne increase of the Baptist 
church in India, including Eu- 
‘ropeans, during the last year, 
has been 77; and the whole 
number in communion with it 
jin India, at the end of 1809, 
was 191. Missions have also 
been established in Bootan, at 
Patna, in Orissa, and Burmah. 
At almost all these different sta- 
tions, schools have been institu- 
ted, which promise to be highly 
useful in spreading the knowl- 
edge of the Gospel among the 
natives. 


eg 


ORISSA. 


* Tue state of this country is 
‘deplorable, in a religious view. 
None are seeking God. The 
bones and skulls of dead men, 
the worshippers of Juggernaut, 
lie about the streets ; especially 
on the river side. Hundreds 
are going, almost every day, to 
worship this great idol. I pro- 
claim the Gospe! to them, and 
invite them to believe in Christ. 
I make known to them the ac- 
count of the incarnation, life, 
and death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; shewing that he came 
‘on purpose to save sinners, and 
is able to do it effectnally.—l 
endeavor to prove, that they 


are all in need of a Sav- 
jour; that, without Christ, 
none can go to God, and 


that, without his atonement, 
there is no forgiveness.——Last 
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week, I went into two of the vil- 
lages, I went from door to door, 
with the message of God ; but 
they were not willing to hear it. 
One Vishnuva asked me to sit 
down. I preached there, but 
few attended. I walked in these 
Villages almost the whole day. 
I have public worship at my 
house, twice on the Lord’s 
day ; and on Wednesday eve- 
ning: Ooriyas, Bengalees, Por 
tugueze, and one or two Euro- 
pean soldiers from the garrison, 
in all about twelve or sixteen, 
attend. I speak with the sol- 
diers as much as I can.” 

The following extracts are da- 
ted from Serampore, in June, 
18 to. 

«“ At Serampore was baptized, 
on the first of April, by Mr. 
Ward, Amuree, the mother of 
Deep Chund, and Assee,the mo- 
ther of Kanta. These women, 
say the brethren, are advanced 
in years, and have at length fol- 
lowed the example of their chil- 
dren ; renouncing idolatry, and 
putting on the LordJesusChrist. 
—The following account is giv- 
en of Amuree, in a letter from 
Mr. Rowe to Mrs. Skinner, of 
Bristol, dated May 24, 1810. 
‘ Since I wrote you last, the mo- 
ther of our brother Deep Chund 
has been baptized. I received 
from him the following particu- 
lars respecting her. He had no 
hope, he says, of his mother’s 
ever receiving the Gospel. She 
was exceedingly opposed to di- 
vine truth, He is her young- 
est son, and she has a greater 
affection for him than for any 
other of her children. When 


he came to Serampore, and em- 
braced the Gospel, she regolved 
to come and live with him ; not 
from any desire to become ac- 
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Cuainted with the way of salva- 
tion, but merely from her affec- 
tion io him. At the time he 
went back into idolatry, she was 
the principal means of drawing 
him aside. The tenderness with 
which she entreated him to re- 
turn to his religion, was such as 
he could not resist. Her cries 
and tears pierced his heart ; and 
the temptation overcame him. 
She assured him she would nev- 
er receive the Gospel; so that 
if he did not yield, they could 
never come together. When 
restored to a right mind, he 
resolved to go to Serampore, 
and to take his mother with 
him, that she might at least be 
under the preaching of the Gos- 
pel.” 

“ On their arrival at Seram- 
pore she assured him again, that 
‘she would never embrace the 
Gospel, He prevailed upon 
her, however, to go and hear it. 
One day brother Ward took an 
opportunity of conversing with 
her. After this she told Deep 
Chund, ‘ they were good words, 
and touched her heart.” A 
sermon preached by John Pe- 
ter, just before his departure 
for Orissa, also greatly affected 
her.. She went home weeping 
on account of her sins. ‘I 
am a great sinner (said she to 
Deep Chund ;) what will be- 
come of me?’ * My dear moth- 
er (said he), if you believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, your 
sins will be pardoned.’ He 
conversed with her a great deal 
‘on the way of salvation. About 
a week after this, Krishnoo 
preached at Serampore, and she 
was much melted under his ser- 
mon. From this time she dis- 
covered great sorrow for sin, 
and an increasing pleasure in 
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attending on the means of grace: 
At length, she expressed a de- 
sire publicly to join her Lord 
in baptism. It was very affec- 
ting to hear her relate her con- 
version before the church, ex- 
claiming as she did with tears, 
‘O what a great sinner have I 
been! Can there ever have 
been such a sinner? I have no 
hope of salvation but by Jesus 
Christ. He is my only refuge.’ 
She now confesses that she used 
to think Christ was the true 
Saviour, but feared losing her 
cast.” 

“On the third of June, 2 
young Hindoo, of the writer 
cast, was baptized by Mr. 
Marchman, named Nuvakishu- 
ra. His mother wept, and en- 
treated him to return to heath- 
enism ; but he withstood it, 
endeavoring to sooth her in the 
tenderest manner, and inviting 
her to Jesus Christ as the only 
Saviour.” 

“The accounts from Calcut- 
ta are very encouraging. Their 
free school had fifty boys in 
April, and might have had ma- 
ny more. About the same time 
several soldies attended the cha- 
pel, and asked to be baptized. 
Early in May, it was supposed 
there were between twenty and 
thirty religious men amongst 
them.” 

“We are going on as usual 
with the translations. I hope 
we shall be able to send to Eng- 
land this year, the Pentateuch 
in Sungskrit, the prophets in 
Orissa, the New Testament in 
Hindost’hanee and in the Mah- 
ratta, and the Gospels in Chi- 
nese. We have begun printing 
in the language of the Seiks, 
and are cutting types for the 
Telinga and Carnata.” 














BurRMAN Empire. 


The following extract is from a 
lettcr of Dr. Carey, and re- 
lates to the missionaries at Ran- 
goon in the Burman empire. 


“ AnouT a month ago, I re- 
ceived a letter from my son Fe- 
lix, of which the following ex- 
tract will give you pleasure. 
‘ The present viceroy is uncom- 
monly kind to strangers of ev- 
ery description, but more espe- 
cially to us. He has been once 
to see us, and wishes us to call 
on him as often as we can find 
it convenient. He is of a very 
free and affable disposition. 
The other day I went to him in 
behalf of a poor sufferer, who 
was crucified, and condemned 
to die in that situation. After I 
had pleaded for about half an 
hour; he granted my request, 
though he had denied several 
other people, among whom was 
the Ceylon priest. I took the 
poor man down, after he had 
been nailed up for more than 
six hours, brought him home, 
and dressed his wounds; and 
now he is nearly cured.’ 

“ The crucifixion of this man 
took place about the 10th of 
August. He was nailed up 
about three in the afternoon, 
and taken down bettveen nine 
and ten at night.. The family 
knew nothing of the transaction 
til Felix arrived at home, ac- 
companied with a number of 
officers and others, with the 
poor sufferer. 1 understand he 
was able to sit up the next day, 
and expressed a high sense of 
gratitude. In abouta fortnight, 
he was able to stand. Brother 
Chater says, he believes lelix 
Was the only person in tlic place 
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who could have succeeded, and 
that it gained him much renown 
among the Burmans.” 

Ina letter from Mr. Marsh- 
man, dated in Nov. 1810, we. 
meet with some observations 
which deserve to be recorded, 
not only for the benefit of mis- 
sionaries and missionary socie- 
ties, but as an answer to some 
of the idle clamors which have 
been raised in this country a- 
gainst them. . 

“ One would think Mr. Scott 
Waring himself would be at a 
loss to account for the conver- 
sion of the Christian natives in 
Jessore, on any thing like mer- 
cenary principles. heir pas- 
tor himself is a poor man, nor 
have they a rich man amongst 
them. On the contrary, the 
hardships they encounter in em- 
bracing the Gospel, are truly 
serious. They generally live 
by cultivating the soil. Some 
of them, for this, forsook a life 
of religious mendicity, which 
afforded them at least a plenti- 
ful, and, in the opinion of their 
idolatrous countrymen, an hon- 
orable support. This was 
completely given up when they 
embraced the Gospel. The 
precept, ‘If any one will not 
work, neither ought he to eat,’ 
is by no means unknown a- 
mongst them. This forbids 
their continuing a day as reli- 
rious mendicants ; and indeed, 
they are disqualified : They 
can no longer confer blessings, 
and promise heaven, in the 
name of Shiva ; nor, after be- 
ing baptized in the nameof Je- 
sus, do the people view them as 
sacred. A Hindoo or a Mus- 
sulman farmer will scarcely em- 
ploy them as laborers ; as_be- 
sides the dislike he feels towards 
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them for having forsaken the re- 
ligion of their ancestors, which 
he still approves, they will not 
work on the Lord’s day, which 
in his eyes almost disqualifies 
them for being servants. 

«“ How is it, then, that these 
people do subsist in the midst of 
their countrymen, without any 
European Christians near to 
shelter them from the storm ? 
Truly I can say little more than 
that it is not by begging, nor by 
stealing, nor by what they re- 
ceive from us. He who feeds 
the ravens when they cry, knows 
how to feed those who turn to 
him from the service of dumb 
idols. The visible means seem 
to be these : some of the bap-- 
tized have a house, and a fur- 
long or two of garden; this | 
they cultivate, and sell its pro- 
ductions, with the fruit, per- 
haps, of a few trees, plantains, 
cocoa-nuts, &e. This serves to 
subsist a family ; and, if they 
are able, they employ a native 
brother too,and feed him. GOth- 
ers take a few furlongs of 
ground, agreeing to pay a part 
of the produce for rent ; and 
where a bullock is required to 
plough the small spot, it is per- 
haps hired on condition of de- 
livering a certain portion of 


corn, &c. to the owner of it, 


when the crop is ripe.—Others 
may find a less bigotted and 
more good natured neighbor, 
who being on their own level, 
and perhaps a former acqtaint- 
ance, still engages him to labor 
in his little field, and thus, a 

you will find in the sequel, 
more nearly viewing at leisure 
his walk and conversation, feels 
his groundless aversion subside, 
listens to his artless account of 
the gospel of Christ, and feels, 





before he is aware, that be him- 
self has also a soul to be saved ! 
—Thus does the wisdom of 
God turn the curse into a bles- 
sing, bring good out of evil, fill 
the mouths of his children with 
food, and their hearts with joy 
and gladness. 

“ Some, at first sight, might 
be ready to ask, Why do you 
at Serampore leave these poor 
brethren to struggle with their 
difficulties ? Why not send them 
fifty or sixty rupees monthly to 
supply their present necessities, 
after the example of the church- 
es to the poor saints at Jerusa- 
lem in time of distress ? or why 
not employ them as servants at 
Serampore ; or at least furnish 
them with a little money to set 
up a plough, and enable them 
torent a piece of land? Such 
may be assured, that it was nei- 
ther through want of affection, 
nor of duly weighing their cir- 
cumstances. The first we felt 
s0 that we could have imparted 
our very souls tothem. But, 
after the most mature considera- 
tion, our knowledge of the Hin- 
doo character, and of the cir- 
cumstances of the country, con- 
vinced us that we could do noth- 
ing more than pray for, and en- 
courage them, without doing 
far more harm to them than 
good. Had we sent cach of 
them only a rupee per month, 
such is the indolence of the 
Hindoo character, that it would 
have effectually prevented their 
exerting themselves ; their ex- 
pectations would have received 
a wrong direction, and must fi- 
nally have been disappointed. 
It is possible, that within a few 
years, a thousand may embrace 
the Gospel there ; but where 
could we find a thousand rupees 
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have encouraged them to come 
to Serampore for work, could 
have been done only to a certain 
extent, which must finally have 
sowed discontent among those 
who could not be employed. 
But besides this, it would have 
taken them out of their own 
connections and place of abode, 
where it was highly desirable 
they should remain in the hope 
of their proving a leaven hid in 
a portion of meal ; and to have 
set up two or three of them in 
farming, would have becn like- 
ly not only to fill the rest with 
dissatisfaction, but to prove a 
temptation tothem. To three 
or four, therefore, of these 
brethren who came over to vis- 
it us, we explained our motives, 
laid before them their line of 
duty, and giving them a rupee 
each to bear their expenses 
home, sent them back to Jes- 
sore. 

You will perceive with plea- 
sure, in reading the accounts 
from Jessore, in what manner 
the leaven, small as it was,which 
found its way thither three or 
four years ago, has operated.— 
Punchanun and Fakeerchund, 
who were then baptized, have 
been useful to others. Nor will 
you remark with less pleasure 
the recovery of Sadutsah. This 
poor man, after being baptized 
at Serampore in 1803, went and 
resided in the Sunderbunds, 
where, renouncing Christ, he set 
up for one who could charm 
wild beasts, and got his living by 
this means ! Coming, however, 
to see his brother Boodheesah, 
(who was baptized before him, 
and who, though he also had 


monthly to assist them? To/| 
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church at Jessore) he felt his 
heart fail, wept abundantly, and 
entreated Carapeit to let him 
come and live with him, though 
he could merely sustain life. 
Carapeit consented, received him 
and his wife, employed them to 
cook, &c. for him. After this 
he was received into the cliurch, 
and Carapeit, writing to us, 
says concerning it, * I dare say 
you will rejoice with me, for E 
have found the sheep that was 
lost Worthy young man, we 
do rejoice indeed with thee, and 
shall rejoice we trust, to all 
eternity ! Sadutsah’s wife is now 
baptized, and also his mother. 
His wife seems an excellent wo- 
man. Twice has she, within 
this year, pledged a silver or- 
nament, which most women in 
the country wear, for five ru- 
pees, to provide food for native 
brethren and inquirers who 
came accidentally many miles 
to visit Carapeit, when he was 
too short of money to feed them 
for the day. We highly ap- 
prove of the plan suggested by 
Carapeit of administering the 
Lord’s supper at four different 
places, on the four Lord’s. days 
inthe month. It will probably 
prove the foundation of four 
churches instead of one, though 
it will subject him to a journey 
on foot of near 200 miles in the 
month ; but it will give him the 
opportunity of making known 
the Gospel on the road. We 
have baptized more than seven- 
ty this year, of various nations ; 
above 30 in Calcutta.” 





long since forsaken Christ, yet | 


seems still to hover round the 
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80 Installation....Ordination....Obituary....Donations. 


INSTALLATION. 

Os Thursday the 16th Jan. last, 
the Rev. AsanEet HookER, was 
installed in the pastoral office, o- 
ver a Congregational Church 
inNorwich. The Rev. Mr. Nott, 
of Franklin, preached the ser- 
mon; the Rev. Dr. Strong, of 
Norwich, gave the charge ; the 
Rev. Mr. Andrews, of Wind- 
ham, gave the right-handof {el- 
lowship; and the Rev. Mr. Ely, 
of Lebanon, delivered a charge 
to the congregation. 


—=—— 


ORDINATION. 


On Wednesday the 15th, Jan, 
last, was ordained over the 
second congregational church 
and society in Colchester, the 
Rev. NatruanieL Dwicut.— 
The Rev. Mr. Selden, of 
Middle-Haddam, made the in- 
troductory prayer ; the Rev. 
Mr. M‘Ewen, of New-London, 
preached the sermon from Acts 
%x. 213; the Rev. Mr. Vezill, of 
Hadlyme, made the consecra- 
ting prayer ; the Rev. Mr. Par- 
sons, of East-Haddam, gave the 
charge ; the Rev. Dr. Lyman, 
of Millington, gave the tight- 
hand of fellowship ; and the 
Rev. Mr. West, of East-Hamp- 
ton, made the concluding pray- 
er. The singing was perform- 
ed in a manner which reflected 
much merit upon Mr. Carrier, 
the instructor, and the choir, for 
the short time they had to pre- 
pare for the occasion ; and the 
very respectful attention of a 
crowded audience, evinced the 
pleasure which was experience 
on the solemnly pleasing occa- 
sion. 
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OBITUARY. 


Diep in England, Hon. Wi.- 
r14M LyMAn, Esq. U. States’ 
Consul in that kingdom, and 
late Member of Con. for the 
County of Hampshire, Mass. 
Yale, 1776. 

Drowned, while bathing in 
the river, Runnar, in Russia, 
Lt. Gen. Prince Suw arrow, on- 
ly son of the late renowned 
Count Suwarrow. The place 
of his death was near the field 
on which his father gained a 
signal victory over the Turkish 
army. 

At Alstead, N. H. Hon. 
Amos SHEPHARD, Esq. aged 65 ; 
for many years president of the 
Senate in that State. 

At Hatfield, (Mass.) Hon. 
Joun Hastines, Esq. aged 73. 

At Philadelphia, Josera Den- 
Nik, Editor of the Port Folio, 
aged 45, a native of Boston, 
(Mass.) Harv. 1790. 

At Rehoboth, (Mass.) Hon. 
PHANUEL Bisnop, Esq. aged 76, 
late member of Cong. for Bristol 
county. 

In this city, Dr. Danizt But- 
LER, aged 60. 

At New-York, on the 19th 
ult. Rev. Joun N. Aseez, D.D. 
one of the Pastors of the Reform- 
ed Protestant Dutch Church.— 
In the death of Dr. Abeel, his 
friends, and particularly.the peo- 
ple of his charge have sustained 
a heavy loss. That Providence 
which has taken from the church 
this eminent and exemplary di- 
vine, calls her to lament the re- 
moval of one of her ablest min- 
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1812. Donations the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
Jan. 24. Received of Mr. Stone, of Mansfield, a Donation,...... g1— 


29. Received of Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, coll. in New Set. 1— 





